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whoOscxedentials and loyalty to Netaji can hardly be questioned* 
The '“'ommittee did examine Ma j . Gen- Habibullah who admittedly 
accompanied Netaji on his fateful journey and was with him 
when the air-crash took place- His testimony cannot be 
set aside lightly. There can be no doubt about his loyalty 
to Netaji. There may be an attempt on his part to get some 
glory for himself and also to attribute to Netaji the statement 
about which there is some contradictary evidence* He might 


be trying to capitalise over the situation but most unlikely 
to accept the fact of death if it was not a death- The 
statement of 4 survivors of the crash particularly where 
it is unanimous cannot also be discarded. Mere contradictions 


S' 


in the testimony of witnesses cannot be held to establish 
a positive evidence- In other words contradictions cannot 
be substitutes for positive evidence of survival- 


It is significant that in the case of this Committee 


at the stage at which propositions were considered by the 
Committee there was unanimity about the death of Netaji - 
It is only subsequently that his brother, Suresh Chandra Bose 
disagreed with the finding and submitted a dissenting report. 
Thus what was in fact unanimous decision became only a 
majority decision at the time of report. This majority report 
was accepted by the Government. This was 21 years ago- 




entire matter in July 1970. It was one-man inquiry held by 
Shri G D. Khosla, Rtd. Chief Justice of the Punjab High Court- 


f 


After an extensive inquiry including visits to the relevant 

places and examining 224 witnesses of whom 100 were examined 
abroad and scrutinising a large number of files and documev ts 
the Commission submitted its Report on the 30th June, 1974 
and confirmed the finding of Gen. Shah Nawaz 1 s Committee- 
The main witnesses who testified the fact of death of Netaji 
were also the witnesses in this inquiry except that Ma j * Gen- 
Habibutfcah could not be present to give evidence since he 
was in Pakistan. It may be aded that there were allegations 
against him that he had participated on Pakistan side 
durinn 1947-48 aggression of Jammu & Kashmir. This may account 
for his inability to be present along with the developments 
of 1971. The fact remains, however, that the inquiry was 
thorough and the mere fact that again there were discrepencies 
and contradictions in the testimony/witnesses cannot suffi 
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to set a^ie the findings which were accepted by Government 
after a very careful consideration- 

Shri Samar Guha still maintains that these two 
inquiry committees have not been able to get at the r eal 
truth. The patest pieces of evidence which he cites are: 


f 


1- Th® official documents which have been published; 

2- Lord Wa^vall’s Journal 

3. S.E. Asia and British Govt- Intelligence Repor 
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x was ax xune Deputy Secretary in the Home 

# / ■ 

^ - . ( 
Department and can testify to the fact that there was 
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reluctance on the part of British officialdom in India 
and aleo His Majesty's Government in White Hall to pay 
full credence to the Japanese report- This was precisely 
for the reason for which it is now suggested as to why 
the Japanese put out the report of his death- There is 
no doubt that the British Government and the Govt, of India 
were very keen on capturing Netaji alive if they could 
and thought that because of services by him, the Japanese 
were keen on keeping up the pretence that he was dead. 

This is why there are references to a conditional approach 
to the Japanese broadcast and the news of his death. 

This was coupled with the general wishful thinking in India 
that Netaji had escaped and would come to India only. This 
belief, however, does not figure after the initial few months. 
So far as intelligence reports are concerned, it is well-known 
that not s& n “often intelligence reports display the trend 
which the author intends to believe in. Consequently, the 
intelligence reports at the time did keep in reserve the 
possibility that Netaji may survive and become available. 

So far as Pandit ji's letter is concerned, the 
version of Mr- Jain, PS. to Shri Asaf Ali is definitely 
a concoction. Even Pandit's worst opponents would not 
credit him with the sort of attitude displaced in that 
tter. In fact Panditji's solicitude for the Austrian 
dy to who® Netaji got married and subsequently for 
s daughter itself is evident^of the fact that he retained 
sentimental attachment to Netaji despite political difference 
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The whole question used to be discussed between him 

J. ,:yy ' - 

and Sardar who really made the first gesture by sending 

some amount to the Austrian lady out of the funds left 

' \ . 1 _ 

I, -* . *- fc; 

by Vithalbhai and subsequently in sparing funds from 
I.N.A. Relief Fund for exs 4 creating a Trust for his 
daughter In the circumstances any misunderstanding of 
Pandit ji's role would be quite misplac^ 9 ^ 

The fact or otherwise of Netaji's death at 
this stage can have only an academic interest. Already 
a very substantial amount of expenditure has been incurred 
on the two Commissions. Any other Committee would also 
tour the Hast Asia and would cover the same ground without, 
in any way, being further enlightened. In the face of 
evidence which has already been collected by the two 
Committees it is only a strong positive evidence that 
can establish the faked character of the air-crash and the 
fact that Netaji survived and went over to Manchuria and 
thence to Russia , *£he question will still be a mil lion-dc liar 
question * W^at happened to him when he went to Russia. 

Was he liquidated, as was the fashion in the time of Stalin 
cr did he escape. If so, how and where he got the asylum. 
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The Oiestlin on the TTA treasure on which 
we had f urn 1 .s bed factual information has been admitted 
for oral, answer in the Lok Sabha t ??nd T’ovember 19,7 R • 
The Onestioners lifcShri H.v, Kamath,>«\ ^ 


?. Base ' 1 on th» factual in format- ion obtained 

from the Department o r Culture and Ministry of External 
Affairs, ■) draft reply an 1 a rote for Eupplementaries 
have beep prepare! an! are place! below for approval. 


1. 

at lent ion 


Two 

may 


asrr>"ts of t-hc Anr-’Cr to which parti "'Har 
be rlrawn are : 


(a) 


In the information made available <o us by the 
Ministry nf External ATfaira life staged that 
under the Instructions wf the then Prime Minister 
the treasure box was 1 hrouplit to Ipdia an! 
delivered to the Ministry of External Affairs' 
and remained with them temporarily. In our 
answer to parts (a ) and ( b) of the ouestlon, 
v;e are statinr that the box was broupht to India 
mder instructions of the then Prime Minister 
'and handed oer to him i mmediately on arrival, 
and was retained by the Ministry of External 
Affairs temporarily' . T hi s \ •• based on the 
amendment made bv 'Principal Secretary on the 


draft reply s arrested bv the be par tmen t of 
Culture at the 11m'’ of uppl v inr factual 
information to Lok Sal -ha Secretariat. 


(b) 


In arsvrpr to part ( i) , vie are ment ionirr broad 
details of the contents and their total pet 

we If t, and are no t layiPF a 1 complete list 

o'- the table o r the T !ous [ , as this will run into 
a number of na es . Fell debits are availabl e 
in ‘he ’ ole if Pup^i.ementaries . 


li , Mince the answer , e'en wit haul a couple f e list 

of the items of leveller'*, is very lonr, the Question 
is bein' answered 1 ''- Xayinr a statement on the '"able, 

i _ i.r. TIT a J-rt. rl ^ 1 ov-. -.mt-Mrtn 


r \ i her th-i r HT havinp to rear! out a lonp anrver, 


X, The Hues t ton ho? very low priority, Jbe.iniiJLba 

list on the ^av f s XU }*: , tn y 1 therefore unlikely to xnm 
Tr* rn a ~hG'l f or oral msver, 


(V P £ .virnpraman) 

I.R. 11 .19^ 
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In response to a request from principal secretary, 

Shri k*R» Damle. had written a letter in the begining of 
September explaining how exactly ^etaji's treasure v.as brought 
by him to India*'. since this letter was not readi]y available 
I contacted shri Damle on the telephone and requested him to 
recounx the details he had given in the letter, shri Damle 
said that around the ICth of November, 1952 he happened to be 
in japan. While at the airport to take the plane on his returr 
journey to jnriia the then Indian Ambassador jjr . met him 

at the airport and requested him to carry a sealed steel brie 
case which was said xo contain jewellery. He was asked to 
hand over the box personally to the then prime minister, •■'he 
Shri Damle asked the Ambassador about arrangements for 
clearance of the suit case through Customs in Delhi, he was 
told that arrangements would be made by the authorities in 
Delhi, when he arrived in Delhi by a pan am flight, he was 
met by shri p.y. ^ehru who asked the suit case to be handed 
over to him, J :~' shri Damle said that as per instructions 
received by him he would hand it over personally to the prime 
Minister. Accordingly he went xo the prime minister and hare 
over the suitcase .'"it was opened in his presence and was four 
to contain jewellery items which had beer mostly charred and 
covered with soot. Thereafter shri ramie left. 
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(N«S*sreer aman) 
21-11-78 


principal secretary 
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yet another question has been tabled in j_ok sabha 
regarding the treasure of Netaji subhas Cbandra Bose, on 
which i ok Sabha Secretariat have called for factual 
information. The question and the Mr aft reply to 1 . 0 k sabha 
secretariat placed below may kindly be seen. 


In this context t tie question of retaining or emitting 

K ara 5 of the draft reply to [ok Sabha secretariat placed 
elow has to be considered. 


"O — trw 


{NtS.sreeraman} 

27-11-78 
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jn this context i would like to draw pointed attention 
to the comparative st atement m pl seed below indicat ing t he 
weight of tlie articles when they v-ere taken over by t he 
Indian liaison Mission, Tokyo in 1951 and the weight found 
on inspection on 9th October 1978 when the box was opened 
under nvi » s instructions. There are minor differences between 
the two sets of weights in regard to a number of packages 
which could perhaps be ascribed to different weighing 
machines used on the two occasions, but in the case of two 
packages, the difference is substantial - in package 2 

f charred and broken bangles, pins, bracelets, buckles etc) 

1978 weight is about SOO grans more than the 1951 weight 
given by the Indian Mission, Tokyo, whereas in package 17 
(Metals mostly base and dust! the 1978 weight is nearly 
635 grans less than t tie weight given by t tie Indian Mission. 
The national Museum does not have any record of the weiqht 
of the items when received by them. This fact had been 
brought out in the Note for supplement aries submitted while 
answering starred question no , 60 in the iok sabha on 22nd 
November, j had also spoken to js(T) who drew rM's attention 
to it . 
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In his letter dated 20th December, 1978 to 
Principal Secretary, Dr. Subraraaniam Swamy, HP, referring to 
the Netaji Treasure, has asked two specific questions * 

( i) whether a list of contents was attached with the box 
When it arrived in India from Tokyo or whether & Hat v»* 
compiled after Shri Nehru opened ltj (ii) in whose official 
custody was the box before it was delivered one year later 

to the National Museum. 


2. Since Dr. Swamy has been relentlessly pursuing this 
matter, it may be as well to narrate the facts in some detail} 
including certain discrepancies. 


■'H 


3, In regard to the first question, the items of the 

treasure were weighed and a list of packages of the contents 
was prepared on the 24th September, 1951 When the Treasure 
was taken over in Tokyo from Shri ham ttirthy by the 
First Secretary and Registrar of the Indian Mission, A 
copy of this list was then sent to the Ministry of External 
Affairs, Shri K.R. Damle brought the Treasure from Tokyo 
to India, There is no indication that a list was found 
along with the Treasure, Shri Damle arrived in Delhi on 
the loth November, 1952 evening by a Pan Am flight. 
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4, According to the records of Ministry of External 
Affairs, Shri Damle on arrival delivered the valuables to 
Shri H. Dayal. then Joint Secretary (Administration) in the 
MEA, The suitcases were kept in his cabinet. Thereafter, 
on an unspecified date (somewhere around 1st December, 1952) 
the valuables were checked and weighed. The next time the 
items were checked and weighed was when the Treasure was 
opened on 19-10-78 in the National Museum on the orders 
of the Prime Minister, The weights recorded on the three 
occasions are given on page 7 of MEA's note dated 31-12-78, 


5. On all the items there is difference between the 
weights recorded on the three occasions. In most cases 
the difference is minor which could perhaps be ascribed to 
the different weighing machines used and tfre^tfltix of time, 
but in two cases the difference is substantial. The 
weight of package 2 recorded on 9-10-78 is about half a 
kilogram more than the weight recorded by MEA on 1-12-52 
in India, which Is more or less, the weight recorded in Tokyo 
also. The weight of package IP recorded on 9-10-78 is about 
600 grains less than the weight recorded in Tokyo on 24-9-51, 
The weight of this package was not recorded on 1-12-62 by 
MEA although they have listed it. 


6. There is another discrepancy which is worth noting, fe&i 
particularly in the context of Dr. Swamy' s contention, 

According to the records of MEA, the valuables on arrival in ffy Sy. 
India were delivered by Shri Damle to Shri H. Dayal, then 
Joint Secretary in the MEA, and subsequently on an I- 

' * • * *-■- ■ ih 


unspecified date (somewhere around 1-12-52) they were checked:^!;’;' 
and weighed} the then Prime Minister inspected the articles 
on 9-1-53 and recorded a minute. On the other hand, in wjjtlVi; 

reply to a query from Principal Secretary, Shri Damle 
himself has stated on 3-9-78 that on arrival from Tokyo 
he took the valuables to Prime Minister Shri Jawaharlal Nehrura'&jg 
who had the sealed box opened in his presence, and It was . 

seen to contain charred items of Jewellery covered with 
Thereafter the Treasure remained in the custody of MEA until 

I i - U - n 4 J rvav (\M F a F 1 AWinl Mi t A1 1 m r* 1 


It was handed over to National Museum. 


7. As regards the second query of Dr, Swamy, the 
valuables in a sealed box were deposited in the cash chest 
of the Ministry of External Affairs till it was banded over 
to the National Mu seam on 30-12-53. 
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8. A draft reply to Dr. Sw a my is placed below for 

consideration. Since he has not asked about the weight of 
articles, nothing is being mentioned in our reply about 
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the discrepancy in weights. 
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C N, S. Sreeraman) 

8-1-79 
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Dr. G. S. DHILLON 


IjV. 21/17/7^ 
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SPEAKER.LOK SASHA 


i'J hou: 


SPEAKERS HOUSE 
SO.AKBAR ROAD 
NEW DELHI 

October 31 » 1 97*+- 









Jear Madam Prime Minister, 

/ 

ftLease refer to your letter NoOl?-^ 0 /? 1 * 
of September 21, 197^ regarding the allegation made 
by Shri Samar Guha in the House on the 5th August, 
197 1 * that Shri Justice Khosla had brought a gift 
for you from Formosa, I saw your letter on my 
return from tour abroad on the 2^th instant, 

I suggest that if you have no objection, 
you may send a copy of your a bo ve -mentioned 
letter to Shri Samar Guha, 

With kind regards, 

Yours sincerely, 

(G*S.DHILLON ) 



Shrimati Indira Gandhi, 
Prime Minister of India, 
New Delhi. 
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B.N. Tan don* 

Joint Seoretary 
to the Prime Minister 
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November 2, 1974 


Bear Shri Samar Guha, 

‘ %-. 

In the context of the raSbrence made 
by you in the Lok Sabha on 5th August, 1974 
to a gift alleged to have been brought for 
the Prime Minister bv Shri Ju'tice I hosla 
from Formosa, Prime Minister v;:- te s letter 
to the Speaker on 21st September, 1974 
clarlfj'lhg the factual position. As ^ 

• desired by her, a cony or that letter Is 
r , [& f ,* */ / sent herewith for your information. 

H 


iours sincerely, 


Sd. 

(3,N,Tandon) 


Shri Senar Guha, MP 
13/4, Central Park, 

Cslcutta-32. 

Copy to Private Secretary to Speaker, 
Lok 3»bhe. This may kindly be brought to the 
notice of the Speaker with re ference to his 
letter to the Prime Minister No.21/17/?4-T 
dated 31st October, 1974. 



(N.S. Speerenan) 
P.S. to Pjf. 
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PRIMS MINISTER'S SECRETARIAT 
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20th December* 1074 


Dear Sir, 


I am desired to acknowledge the 


receipt of your letter dated 14th Da camber, 
1074 addressed to the Prime Minister regarding 


-r '- 1 & 


Netaji Subhas Chand^r«.Bose. 


Yours faithfully 


(N.S. Sreeram an) 
Private Secretary to 
the Prime Mini ster 


Shri Sasi Rajendiran, 

President, 

Tamil Nadu Forward Block Subhaslst, 

250, North Mas! Street, 

Madurai-1. (Tamil Nadu; 

Cooy wi’ th letter under acknowledgement in 
original forwarded to Ministry of Hone Affairs 
(Shri R.D. Kapoor, Under Secretary). 




(N.S. Sreeram an) 
Private Secretary to 
the Prime Minister 


Sreemati Indira Gandhi 
£5Prime Minister of India 


J> fY> 


0 . 
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New-Delhi, 



*1 




toadam. 

Your taunt to Samar Guha in the parliament "The entire house would 
be happy if you can tell us where Netaji is", forced me to address this 

i . ' 

N^jjletter. 


At the very outset I would speak of your father's letter addressed to 
Suresh Bose " I have no definite proof of Subhas death " even after the 
emphatical announcement of Sah Nawaz report on the floor of parliament 
is not ambigous ? Secondly, why a batch of intellegence service was posted 
at Naimisharanya during 1964/65 to watch ’Parda Baba '? And when he left 
Naimisharanya to the gardenhouse of Raja of Ayodhya at Darsan Nagore 
why the intelligence service followed him like ghost ? Thirdly why Lai 
Bahadur Sashtri said at the parliament " We will wel-come him as one of 
v^’the greatest hero " even after the declaration of Sah Nwaz report ? 

Justice Radha Benode Paul after returning from Japan told me personally 
"Plane crash was hood wink. He is alive." Justice Paul was not belong 
to any political party. Fifth : Why the Japanese General was refused to 
go to Imphal on January 24 th. last ? 

Lastly on Nov. 19th. 1973 I went to Safdarjan Road to say you something 

personally, I was directed to Lok Sabha. There I met sri.Sashon your P/S 

at 10-40 A.". (Serial No. 16342: Register No. 563) To him object of my visit 

1 stated otherwise that too was not fabulous. But despite my all best 

endeavour I could not convince him and returned to Calcutta. Middle of '74 

T returned again to Naimisharanya and returning again on 18th. of this month. 

Fy bearth has been reserved otherwise would travell via Delhi. In Calcutta 

I will stay with A.N.Roy, 12/1, Maharani Hemantakunari Street, Calcutta 4, 
ani$ Shambhu .N.ookherji , 112, Feeder Road, Calcutta-57 : Phone No. 58-1582, 


12 th. December 1974, J 

Calcutta Dharamsala, 

Naimisharanya, 

;itapur. 


t 




vV.V 


Yours faithfully, 
a mendicant in social service. 

/zJtZ. r 


( Swami Amalananda ) 


Jttar Pradesh. 






V/Af.'A/NY. 

12.74 
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PRIME MINISTER* S SECRETARIAT 

•• • • • S t o *-t 


We forward herewith a copy of a letter dated 
12th December, 1974 received by Prime Minister from 
Swami Amal^nanda, Calcutta ^Dharam sal a, Naimlsharanya, 
Sit spur, tf%tar Pradesh, regarding Netaji Subhas C hander 
Bose • 




f^~? 


vv; 


. TN.S. Sreeraman) 
Private Secretary to 
the Prime Minister 



L 



A 11 of us know about the unparall el ed 
adoration in w.iich Nateji Subhash Chandra Bose is iiel^d by the bkI 
entire country. Some of us who had opportunity to work with him in 
India, owe it to him more specially to see that his high ideals 
remain enshrined and continue to be cherished by our successive 
generations. 
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You migh rectal 1 that I was the first Indian to reach within months 
Formosa where Netaji was involved in the plane incident and died,, 
from mainland China where I was a War Correspondent and General 
Manager * Far East r of Free Fress of India News Agency ,,1 aunc bed 
by Shri S. Sad an and. My investigations on the spot with the assistaa 
of eye-v/itnesses and participatants in the crisis in Tai hoku,l ater 
called Taipeh by the Chinese, were presented in the form of a repor 
to Government of India who, in their turn, presented a detailed 
statement through Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru to the Lok Sabhe 
The sentim ent, ho wever r was strong not to see Netaji dead. Then 
followed,. Sh ahnawazkhan Eiinuiry Committee beforexkstk which,, main 
evidence was led byNetaji*s ADC Col. Habibur Rehman,who escaped 
death in the same incident,, and myself, A voluminous report was 
submitted to the Parliament by this Committee. 

The controversy which,, however, lingered on about Netaji’s death, 
has finally been put to rest the other day, with the passing away 
of ShauDmar Sadhu, whom a few interested persons had pictured as 
Netaji living in disguise. 


I would suggest that the time is now opportune to do something 
to ensure that the hallowed spotsin Taipeh, capital of Formosa,, 
where the plane carrying Netaji jad clashed, the South Gate Japane 
Army Hospital where Netaji was treated and lived for about 8hours 
before breathing his last,- and the Crematorium /where on , the,, 
outskirts of Taipeh across the Wooden Log Bridge#^ 
into oblivion and go beyond recognition, To tensuf 


millions 


P 

of 


;ar 


Indians at home and overseas,, these spots , which I had personallj 
visited and have taken photographs of, would remain sacred aa d 
place of pilgrimage, "'hough we do not have a«y diplomatic kkkAjik: 
relations with the Kumintang Government on Formosa, we do have 
economic relations and contacts with them. There sould be no 
insurmountable difficulty in exploring t£e state of these hallow 
spots and our friendly interest in presejqing them. If the Japane s 
and the Siamese could be permitted to build memorial to Buddha i: 
India by us, there is no reason why with the cooperation of the 
Government there,, our Government could not take some steps for t 
preservation of the memories of those haj>}x>wed^ /jfioh ' £ ^ 

I have visited Formosa subsequently on two occasions-last vTsTt 
being in 1969-and have visited the spots, 

I geel no more time should be lost in pursuing this matter with 
right quarters. 

I woul^while offering all the cooperation the Government may ne 
in this matter, be glad to hear what the Government plans to dej: 
this matter. A small Committee of officials and nonofficials nr 
be a useful device to pursue this matter promptly, p. t,o* 
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Shri Morarjibhai Desai, With Warm Regards, 
Prime, Minister of India,, r , <■ r ••, 


: 5, Duplex Rd, , 

' ' New Delhi . ^ ( Harin^^ih ) 

fitted ai - ... .> < . 1 ' ' *' ... 
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I am desired by the ^rima Mini at 
to acknowledge your latter of the 5th 
Uy# 1M77, in whi oh you have .suggests 1 
that steps should be taken to nreserv 
the place where Shrl Subhash Chandra 
Bose's plane crashed, the hosoltal win 
he was treated and tne olace of his 
cremation. 


al th fully, 


(N.s. srearaman) 
Private Secretary to 
the Prime Minister 


Chrl Harin Shah, 

T um Kum Pun glow, 
Conernlcus Road, 
New Delhi - 110001 


. 
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, Jul y 11, 1977 

/Vfl /VW // 06 S' 

Dear oir, 

I a:.; dtfsirGd to acknavlsdge 
receipt of your latter dated the ?th 
July, 19 77 , addressed to the Prime 
Minister, regarding memorials etc. 


Yours faithfully, 


(J, J.Srsuranan) 

Private dec rotary 
to the Prime Minister 


dhrl asmosh Chandra Chanda, 
£A as r& P • 0*^( Harta gha t ) 

District Madia, 

W-i/iT BCNGAL 



Copy, together with the letter 
under acknowledgement forwarded to the 
Ministry of Home Affairs for appropriate 
action, 

— ■ ( 

"P / 7 9 

(M.S.Sree raman) 

Private Secretary 
to the Prime Minister 

sst <n 

• (c , 


.2(64)/77-K-J 


^September l5» 197? 


Dear ir, 

I nn desired to acknowledge 
receipt of your letter dated tie 10th 
September, 1977, addressed to the Prime 
Hi Ulster* 


tours faithfully, 


(H,o*3reeranan) 
Private Secretary to the 
Prime Minister 


Shrl Sunil Das, 

Editor, 

Jayasree, 

20-i- Prince Sulam Md* iload, 

g|ftWT» - 2k 

Copy, together with the letter under 
acknowledgement , forwarded to the Ministry of 
Heme Affairs for appropriate action* 

‘-'•fit 

(H.S.Sree raman) 

Private Secretary to the 
Prime Minister 


V v 

I 

0 . 1355-^10/77 ’• y«»ihi 

■ ecetibor l', 1777 

' '"nn'sr 0uh«, 

T 'inve receiver' ■youT* 1 atter of 
'ho 7th scgnhor lr ■ hi oh ycu hrve 
suggested that the 'ho •>' a hcmr. 1« ^icr* « 
J OOO^t v ;«2 W? »TOT>od f>*“ . the issue o? **etaji 
"ubho^ 1 h *»r Jr *? desth be TaoT-rred. 

f 

yours sincerely, 


S-A ~7 




(Mcrarjl le^a*) 


Prof, ’“amar Guhe, M.* 5 ., 

14, Tal’ratora toad, 

*’ev Delhi. ^ 

MtPi* s-ltf Qopy with letter urder 
In original, forwarded to s.A. 
Home Affairs. 


P-tf —J “ '? 7 

ac kn o wl ed g amen t , 

to Minister of 



. 

t — 

(M.F. ^reeraman) 
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4, Bepin Pal Road* 




P 0. KaliGhat, Calcutta, 26 ! 

tj. (Z ,17 

You may remember that jjben" I interviewed you at 



jDelhi on 25 August last^ I handed over to you a printed copy 

of a largely signed petition requesting the Government tc 

appoint a fresh committee for the investigation cf the fate 

of Fetaji Subhas Ecse. After my return from Delhi I read the 

Government 

Sixth Volume cf the printed records cf the British re the 
Transfer of Power ( tc India) .The secret correspondence 
between the Viceroy and the Secretary cf State for India 
published in this volume leaves no doubt that Subhas Bcse 


/ dHd 


did not die in any air crash on 16 August, 1945 j and probably 
proceeded to Yanchuria.I had a talk with my old pupil Shri 
Samar Guha Y .? .yesterday^ and he will be glad tc meet you and 
discuss the whole matter in detail. As all the previous C^esseitt 

Committees have concluded that Subhas died in the Air -crash 

v 

li cannot help thinking that there is a good case for the 
appointment of a fresh Committee to investigate into the 
matter^, Kindly excuse me for the intrusion on your valuable 
tine . 



‘the ghri fl^rar;;! Desai 


yours sincerely 

/(j 
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■’o . 174-?K0/7S 




"ew Oelki, 
L :uary 16 


1*V7P 


letter 


. I have 
Transfer 
teen Vcle 


d* ^ o 

o. i- ta 


December 1977, 


la -id the s i ; ' t h vo 1 are 
o? ?o : -er 234^-47 
to find s vide nee 


r y dear Yajur.dar, 

Thank you for your 
re gardin ; ITetaJi lubhao 3o**3 
or the printed record of the 

looked into but we have not __ 

to sustain the inference that Subha s lose did not die in 
the air crash on l?.2.1D4a. In fact the :*«£ is i refer nee 
to the ,T no one so announcement that he had died in the 
air crash. The reference to that natter in the volume 
is presumably because they were not sure whether the 
Japanese announcement was correct. In these sir cum stances, 

I don’t think that this needs any further investigation 
to establish that he did not lie in the air crash. In fact 
subsequent inquiries made it quite cle^r beyon ■ reasonable 
doubt that he 'died in the air crash. This has been 
confirmed by more than one inquiry. If it is assumed 
that ho were alive, I do not think he '•cull have remained 
out of India till how. He would have doubtless core 
here soon after or later at any time during the last so 
many years, wen under the law if a person is not hoard 
of for seven years, he is presumed to be dead. In the 
circumstances^ I do not think that any useful nuraooe would 
he served by Having another investigation since all previous 
investigations and lapse of time should leave no doubt 
that Shri Subha s 3ose is no more. In case you have in 
min* any other reference in the volume, clcase lot me know 
and I shall have it looked into. 


Yours sincerely, 


3hri H.c. K^umdar, 
4. Bipin Pal Soad. 
?.0. Kali ghat, 
Calcutta-26 
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Prof. Samar Cuba, 
MSMSiS OF ?Afiul AMENT 
(LOS SABHA) 



14, 

25 th 


%J / i* 


Talkatora Road, 
Mew Delhi, 

January, I97S. 



t / ^ 


Jh- 


Respected hi cr'cu^ 


You had asked me to send 3 copy of 
Khosla Commission’s Report on "Disappearance of Metaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose". I waited a few days to send it 
to you as I felt a note should be included with it ~or 
proper understanding of the nature of the raoort and 
the findincs of the Khosla Commission. 


t) 


f ^ 

v/V- 


vi 


\ * r 

v • i \ 


/ J 


1 


The Report of Khosla Commission is more an 
instance of suppression and concealment of facts than 
of their judicial examination, Mr. Khosla examined 224 
Indian and Japanese witnesses, but discarding the evidence 
of all Indian witnesses, he arrived at his findings on 
the basis of the Japanese evidence only. Again, about 
the Japanese evidence, Mr. Khosla relied exclusively on 
the evidence of four Jaoanese who claimed to have 
travelled in the same plane with Meta ji and of a doctor 
who claimed also to have treated all egecti injured Metaji 
in a Formosan hospital. But none of them could produce 
a single piece of paper or any kind of document in 
support of their claims. Mr. Khosla also did not take 
into consideration various statements of Habibur Rahman, 
which forms the part of the exhibits before the Commission, 
He paid little attention to the documents placed before 
the Commission, very meagre though they were, in arriving 
at his findings . The evidence and documents as claimed 
before the Khosla Commission comprised about 6,000 typed 
pages, but discarding either the evidence, or the 
documents Mr. Khosla arrived at his findings exclusively 
on the hearsay evidence of five Japanese witnesses only. 


r- 


I have taken time to send you the report becaus 
I felt some note should be enclosed with it for your 
perusal and also for understanding the nature of the 
Khosla Commission's report. 


My book on Netaji's mystery is in the press 
which I expect to come out by the end of the next month 
and when published, I will certainly present a copy to 
you which will make you understand why I had been un- 
yieldingly fighting for unravelling the mystery about 
Metaji Subhas Chandra Bose. , , > 

L At* l 

With kindest regards, y 




Shri Morarji R. Desai, 
Prime Minister, 

Prime Minister's Houge, 
NEW DELHI . 


Yours sincerely, 
(Samar Guha ) . 





New Delhi 


February 2, 1978. 


My dear Ssjnar Guha, 

Please refer to your letter of the 25th 


January 1978 regarding Khosla Commission's Report. 

I think that any controversy about the Report of the 
Khosla Commission is pointless. Whatever you might 
say about the findings of the Khosla Commission, the 
fact remains that Netaji has not returned which he 
undoubtedly would have done if he were alive. His 
contemporaries and companions who were examined from 
time to time have been almost unanimous that he died in 
the air crash. The Japanese reported to that effect 
and the report appears to hpve been ac cep tea at the tim 
So mahy years after the event any fresh investigation 
seems to me to be a sheer waste of money or any further 
controversy about it a sheer waste of time. In the 
circumstances I would advise you to let the matter rest 
where It is. 


With kind regards. 


lours sincerely. 



T-- ~ - « m aaaa a atHwa aa at 

, j^ch * 
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4 , Bcp*n Pau Road, 

P. Q, Kali ghat. Calcutta, 26 

3.2.78 
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Ny dear Shri Desai, 


'■Tany thanks for your letter No. 1C4-F7TC/ 76 dated 15 Janua- 


ry, 7S. I could r.ct reply to it earlier as I ir.* ended cr.ce , f jr *^ 
again to gc /hrcugh "avail's Journal (edited by lender el 


)> 


Ifoon, 1873} ana the V cl .VI cf the transfer cf crer 1242-47, 


l 


As a student cf history t feel nc hesitation in sayingthat 

J\ 


the, selected records enclosed herewith definitely prove that 

A 


the British Government (had very good reason/^c disbelieved 
t^e story of air-crash as a factj / fcJLv £**> * 


I may draw particular attention to the report cf an Ameri- 

f'4- ua. r w 

can newspaper correspondent that he saw Subha s 3cse at Saiga 

A 


on 20 August j 12 45. 1 drew the attention cf the "hcsla $' 


E‘<+ 


Commission ,in my evidence, tut I was asked to produce the 
Newspaper .1 replied that it is not possible for me to do sOj 

but if the Commission really wants to find out the truth $ 

a copy of the relevant extract may be obtained through the 




Government cf India .Cf course It was not done, though this 

whole 

one evidence wculfd have settled the issue (perhaps^-the 

\ , - „ <r 

Commission did not get it for this very reason). J 


Even now I would request you to secure a copy of the Amerifj£ 
-can newspaper in order to establish the truth. t_^ „ C1 ^ ^ 

.,i^ you *hr t - i , i- u r ti .u gi 1 . 
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s. ,p- . . >.[ .f 'l 

■•■. As, you wall see jr. line 14 of the enclosed not g? > the Eril/is 


official sour 


TcZ&£& 0 5£&*rr i * 


h 


sh 


t\ 


e«t cr to similar news 


in newspapers which strengthen the conclusion that Subras Eos* 


’■'■as alive after 1£*h August 1945. 

V 

er. ary case. the facts in the enclosed note carnet ;cssibl, 
* & 


leave any dcu.bt that the British Government disbelieved the 

story of the a*r -crash at least until 2C Cctcber , 1945* (item ^4) 

f lb o 

and probably even in 1946, and that he was in Russia ey T r ha- t — k 




-ertn — j. 1 


from which place he was in correspondence with 


os 


Jawharlal J ehru. I have independent evidence that Nehru did not 

A 


believe that Subhas Eose was dead^ About 


I . t ~ n’T.j ^ 

I960 a mendicant suddenly established an As ram in Shoalmari 


(an insignificant village in . Forth Bengal) arc a rumour ^ spread 
that he was Subhas Bcse in disguise. & It was rumoured that 




Nehru sert^an old member of Rajya Sabha and an ex -r evlut ionary j 

■- — ^~~ r ' ^ ^ 

Surer. Ghosji\to S^oalmari to find cut whether the S adhu^ was 


really Subhas. Cn his return Suren Ghosh tcld Nehru that the 
Sad ghu was not Subhash. several years^later^ I asked Jadugopal 
Nukher jee 7 an old revo/lut ionary respected by Suren Ghosh as his 
GurU j whether Nehru did send Suren Ghosh to find cut whether the 
Sadhu was Subhas .Shri ITukherji asked me to promise not tc 


divulge it till his death and then said that ✓£ t was /f true. 

? " 

The Observer of Delhi its issue of 7 November , 1977, p . 1 1, 
makes many 'statements to show that Nehru knew that Netaji . 


was not killed by air crash but I could not verify them. If 






y ya * cz. ■ > - i v 


f; 




possible you may tale s^eps t c ascertain the truth 4 te® 
statement's . 


I beg tc be excused for writing this long letter. 


Shri itcrarti Desai 


Yours sincerely 


F.S. 


J v c 

Ale tC fu-j 

/ 


I forgot to mention an interesting and important fact. 

AW -S* t) 

G r 4n^.Shah Kawaz Khan, the Chairman of the first Commission 
that definitely concluded that Ketaji died in the air Crash 
on 18 August , 1945 j declared ir a public meeting in Calcutta 
whil/e hoisting the rational T ’lar on r etail 'stoirthday 
■ aixiferstTy or <!1 , T ar.uarr ' U t WW> alive and 


hoped that he would be in our midst when we celebrate 

* ' t — 


his next birth anniversary . 


This speech was printed in newspapers the very next meting |; 
UrUuiA- 

a-ftd — i rs still available. 


I\ 






1? 0 T 1*. S 


* 


1 Lord "iiv"]] vr 1 tes in h ! s Journo] ( Dtary ) / on 24 August 


Sust,1i£M5 : 


i 

* 

f 

X 
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" I wonder if I ho Japanese announcement of Subhas nhandra Bose’s 

l 


death in an njr crash is true. I suspect it very much; it is .lust what 
'would be given cut if he meant to go underground. My fi^rst reaction 
when I heard it was to tell P ,S ,V. (Private Secretary to the Viceroy) 
to ask S ,F # a . 0 . (South - r ast Asia Oommand) to make most careful enquiries 
into the story as soon as they could , 

2. Ihe S.F.A.C. reported as follows on e» 14th September, 1945* : 

The continued existence of Netaji , possibly underground, would 
undoubtedly maintain woulJfe^dgubtgijg_ji gintrrin the fervour (ttfowards 
NetaTJi) of the many Jifs (Japanese Indian Foreign Legion)) , , 

The I.N.A. political circles in the Province have been greatly- 
interested in ihe news item which alleged that Dose had been seen alive 

in Saigon a£feer=:t : he afler the Aircraft incident 

The prime problem is the action t o be taken against Subhas 

Bose if he were found alive . 


•A 
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it 
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(#. Memorandum 


of Ihe Secret 0 rv or a» State for India dated 




20 October^ repeats the last two Ijres quoted above 


On 22 August ■ 1{M5 ; t he Japanese news* apers published the news that 
Keta ji died In airrrash on the 16th*Pn 23 August thf'e Home Member 
of the Viceroy f s Council ,Vudie, submitted & long note to the Viceroy 


avel 1 .discussing f he various ways ir thich Fetaji could be treated^. 
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jrffr 
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‘;b- 
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.. ■ 




and the advantage and the disadvantage of each .Finally he suggested thatfeu 


the best course as regards " treatment of Bose " will be to "leave him 
where he is and rot to ask for his surrender or release. Be might, of 


m 


course, ir certain circumstances , be welcomed by the Russians .This course 
would raise fewest immediate political difficulties" 


v - 




i -j 


■ 




" avail proceeded to London and handed over this note to the British 
Prime Minister Attlee. The British cabinet approved it on October, 25, 

5, "In 1946 according tc Allied Secret Report Fo, 10/Misc/XKA .the Britl-^t^ 

t?y|f 

sh Intelligence informed the "a veil Government: "A secret report says 


T;ehru received a letter from Pose saying that k he was in Russia and 
that he Wanted to escape in Tndia " (Organiser , February 2, 1976, page 6)p'yTt 


/r.g' ^ 2,^ tw t £w,v. Ac k 


v r- d 

4? ttfCCC -r few* 


>V\ 4nJf%4 vU-' ft. * 




L?*t o’' - * + ■- . - '■'4 ■ c g 1 ” 1 ,■ . r n‘,'' r>?, /'*, r ’ r . ■ — . 


6, ’The first news of the alleged death cf Bose was 


'ontained in a Dome! mess age from Toky&ted 


dated 23 August, 1945, stating that he was treated in a 
hospital in Japan and died on 1b- 19 August* 


{This obviously shows that somehow the original 

lb- S U A* l/vtiS* 

plan of the false announcement ofy^death^was carried 

N.fJ 


out by s one one erroneously^ 


i 


7. The GACGBA Commission Ko. 1 report doted 6 November 

f b' 

f 1 ** 

1945 states : "I t is beyond doubt that he (Bose) 

kri 


I/aS. 

had plan to go underground ^The earlier reportm from the 


n 


yz 


Commission dated 1^ October , 1945 , suggested that the 


m 

few 


Japanese had undertaken to give Bose the necessary facl- 

V ^ i 


u 


m 


lities to go Ander_ ground . 


fvrV, 

v JV 


B.Ko.3 C-5 Intelligence Bureau (H.D.),Bew Delhi 


>!• 

b ;.’! 4 
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dated 19.2.46 

X l — rJy de«r Young 


m 


m 


We have at last completed ah examination of the in- tp. v J 


formation available here relatinhg to the alleged 

entirely 


m 


death of Bose and the result is not 


satisfac- 


tory .Any definite conclusion on the incident is 
doubtful . 


v-;4T 
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F.2(64)/78-PM 


February 15, 1978 
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Dear Sir, 

T am desired to acknowledge receipt 
of your letter dated the 3rd February, 1978, 
addressed to the prime Minister. 


Yours faithfully, 

i bp 

(M.S .Sreeraman) 
private Secretary to 
the prime Minister 


Shri rt.C. Majumdar, 
4, Bepin pal Road, 
P.0. Kaliqhat, 
CAICUTTA-26. 


D 



Dr • S u b ri iam S warty 

Mt MB f'AnU A M ! N l 



no'- f ; m«h,V) 



22 Dr*Rajendra Prasad Road, 
New Delhi-110001* 




July 28, 1978 


Prime Minister Shri Morarji Desai 
Prime Minister of India 
1 , Saf dar jung Road 
Mew Delia i — 1 10001 • 

Dear Mo ru r j i bha i : 

You may have seen press reports sometime ago in 
which I had alleged fch"t in 1952, Nehru had sent 
a ICS officer to Tokyo to take delivery of Subhash 
Chandra Bose's IMA jewels • Since there is no record 
of Nehru having deposited with Government any such 
.jewels around that pe iod, X think a probe is 
necessary • 

The ICS officer is Mr *K*R*Dainle who is living in 
Bombay. I hope you will have the matter looked into 
so that the truth may be established* 

With -warm regards, 


Sincerely yours, 



( Subraman iam Swarny ) 




Vo. 14.94-PM0/78 


Few Delhi, 
August 3, 1978 


My dear Subramaniam Rwamy, 


Please refer to your letter of July 28, 
1978 regarding delivery of Subhash Babu* s I ,F , A, 
Jewels, have already looked into the matter 
and made enquiries from Sliri K.R, Dsmle* TTothlng 
worthwhile was received during Shri Damle* s visit 
to Tokyo. 

J have also received your letter bearing 
the same date about Sint, Indira Gandhi* s assets. 

I am looking into the matter. 

With regards, 


Yours sincerely, 


(Morarji Desai) 



2P, Dr, Rajendra Prasad Road 
Few Delhi, 






‘ Dr • Sub'ramaniam Swamy , 
MEMT.r.R OF PARUAMGN T 









Rajendra Prasad 1 Road, 
New Delhi-110001 • 




August 17, 1978. 


Sdri Morarji Desai, 

Prime Minister of India, 
1 Safdarjung Road, 

Nev/ Delhi- 






Dear Morarj iohal, 

, i ' 1 

Please refer to your reply No • 1494-PM0/78 
dated 3rd August, to my letter of July 28, 1978* 


Prom what you have enquired from Shri K*R*Damle, 
may 1 know whether it is confirmed that- 



1* Ur* K-R* Damle wag sent a cipher telegram by the 
External Affairs Ministry asking him to pick up a 
parcel with unknown, contents, to be delivered by the 
Japanese authorities in Tokyo and personally hand it 
over to Prime Minister Nehru* ___ 

2* Whether Mr* Damle upon arrival in Delhi via 
Hongkong was met at the airport by Mr* R*K* Nehru 
who demanded he hand over the parcel to him, but 
Mr* Damle refused pointing to the specific 
instructions contained in the cipher telegram^ 

3* Whether Mr* Damle took the parcel directly to 
P.U's house, and Pandit Nehru opened the parcel 
in Mr* Damle' s presence 1 ? 


4- Whether Mr* Damle saw for the first time that 

the ’ f ] rontf .i.rf d jewels with a layer of soot? 

5* Whether Pandit Nehru then relieved Mr* Damle 
of further responsibilities in the matter ? 

6* Whether Pandit Nehru never reported any part of 
the entire transaction to the G-overnment or handed 
over any part of the parcel to the Government as 
would be required of him ? Nor did Mr* Nehru or 
Mr* Damle mention any of this to any Netaji Enquiry 
Commission V 


2 






IT the answer to these questions is 
in the affirmative, you will agree that it needs 
to be recorded because it may have a bearing 
On the entire mystery of Netaji’s disappearance' 
In the interest of search for truth, X urge 
you to institute a probe in this matter* 

With warm regards. 


Jincerely yours, 

( Subramaniam bwamy ) 




1 
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'' There have been two enqtrlries into the report of the 

death of Netaji Subha s Chandra Bose in the air-cra#h on 

18th August 1945 at Taihoki airfield during his air-journey 

to Manchuria, one by a Committee presided over by Maj . General 

Shah Mawaz Khan and second by a One-man Committee of Inquiry 

headed by Shri G.D. Khosla, retired Judge of the Punjab High 

Court- The majority report of the first Committee and 

Shri Khosla hold the report of death as true- Since then, 

•>/ reasonable doubts have been cast on the correctness of the 

conclusions readied in the two Reports and various important 

w' contradictions in the testimony of witnesses hove been noticed. 


/W 

S^-s'7't, * ‘T' 

pysjs l/i-fl'r- ? | Scrne further contemporary official documentary records have 

T ‘~ 

isjs 

|belng the some it is most unlikely that any new light can be 
-”/' r j thrown on this ratter which might compel a reversal of the 

^ -hn ,, 1 I! 

J earlier findings. They, therefore, consider that no useful 
fa fjh* Jb * f purpose would be served by having any further inquiry .J 

Government hope that in the light of this statement the 
-4^ Hon- Member will withdraw his Motion. 


also become available. In the light of those doubts and 
contradictions and those records, Government consider that 
it would be very difficult to regard these findings as 
conclusive, j Ait the same time Government feels that evidence 




f- 117 






There hove been t'.vo on ruiries into the report of the 
death of Netaji Gubhas Chandra Hose in the air-cra®h on 

10th August 19*15 at Taihoki airfield during his air-journey 

to Manchuria, one by a Committee presided over by Maj. General 

Shah Nawaz Khan and second by a One— man Connittee of Inquiry 

heede*’ by Shri G.O. KhosJn, retired Judge of the Punjab High 

Court- The majority report o the first Committee and 

Shri Khosla hold the report of death ns true* Since then, 

reasonable doubts have been cast on the correctness of the 

conclusions reached in the two Reports and various important 

contradictions in the testimony of witnesses have been noticed* 

Some further contemporary official documentary records have 

also become available. In the light of those doubts and 

contradictions and those records, Government consider that 

it v/puld be very difficult to regard these findings as 

conclusive* At the same time Government feels that evidence 

being the same it is most unlikely that any new light can be 

thrown on this ; attar which night compel a rove? sal of the 

earlier findings. They, therefore, con-rider that no useful 

puipose would be served by having any further inquiry. 

Government hope that in the light of this statement the 

Hon. Member will withdraw his Motion- 


* * 
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2Gth August 1978 



1 believe P.M. earlier has had a talk with 
you about the tree aura reported to have been sal- 
vaged frcm the aircraft in which tfetaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose is alleged to have met. his death. 

There is a reference to it in the Report of the 
Enquiry Committee presided over by Major General 
Shah Jfcvaz Khan. Your name does not figure among 
the witnesses who v/eue examined. Shri {iUbramaniam 
Swamy has raised the question v/ith P.M. and ties 
sent to P.M. the following queries* 

1. Mr. K. R.Dati'le was sent a cipher tele- 
gram by the Internal /affairs Ministry 
ashing him to pick up a parcel with 
unknown contents# to be delivered by the 
Japanese authorities in Tokyo and per- 
se 1 nally hand it over to Prime Minister 
Nehru. 

2. Whether Mr.LVimle upon arrival in Delhi 
via Hongkong w a s mat at the airport by 
Mr.K.K. ifchru who demanded he hand over 
the parcel tohim# but Mr.Oamle refused 
pointing to the specific instructions 
contained in the cipher tel erg ram? 

3. Whether Mr.U-unle took the parcel directly 
to P.M's house# and Pandit Nehru opened 
the parcel in Mr. Dnmle ’s presence? 

4. Whether Mr.Damie 3aw for the first time 
that the parcel contained Jewels with 

a layer of soot? 
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5. Whether Pandit Nehru then relieved 
Mr « Da ml e of further responsibilities 
in the matter? 

6. whet lie r Pandit Nehru never reported any 
part of the entire transaction to the 
Government or handed over any part of 
the parcel to the Government as would be 
required of him? ftor did Mr. Nehru or 
Mr. Damle mention any of this to any 
ifetaji Enquiry Commission? 

P.M. would like to know if you can throw any 
light on the matters nised so that he can send a 
suitable reply to Shri subramaniam Swamy. 

With kind regards, 

i 

Yours sincerely. 



(V. Shankar) 

Shri K.P* Damle, 
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I mentioned to P.M. recording the views of the shah 
Nawaz Khan Committee on the question of the treasure that 
was salvaged from the aircraft in which tfetaji was reportec 
to have met his death. Chapter VI of Shah Nawaz Khan *3 
Report deals with this whole problem. According to the 
Report tne box had been tainpered with, was much lighter in 
weight and loos than half full and that the valuables 
remained with Mr.Murti from 1945 to 1951. According to th( 
Khosla Commit toe Report the Valuabl es were scattered in 
the airfield when the plane crashed and soma of the article 
were deirtagsrd. Whatever valuables wore there were gathered 
jand placed in a box whic h wiis sent to Tokyo along with tie 
casket containing Nataji's ashes. This box was taken charg 
1 of by flr-Ramamurti and handed over to the Indian Mission ir 
! Tokyo in 1951. eventual ly it appears that it was received 
i India and w a 3 entrusted to the National Archives for custoc 
jp.M* would liko to know whether it is still in National 
l Archives, whether tne Nat ional Archives have any material 
[which car i throw light on its history and whether they are 
|aw R ro nf Its contents and v n lue. 

Extracts of photostat copies of lists made out by 
Col.Habibur Re h man and by Mr* S.A. Ayer are attached. 



c/C' 

28.8.1978 
(V. Shankar) 
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Respected Morarjibhai, 

In my earlier meeting with you I could not catch your 
words when you said that the draft statement on 'Disappearance 
of Netaji Rubhas Chandra Rose' was shown to me. Yesterday, 

Rhri Ravindra Varmo told me in the House that Shri Biju Patnaik 
was entrusted to show it to me, - but unfortunately neither 
could he show the draft to me nor discuss anything about it 
except the nuestion of fresh inquiry, and that too casually in 
the Parliament Lobby. 

Shri Varma hurriedly read out a portion of the draft 
to me in the House, He was rather not inclined to show me the 
draft. I could understand his difficulty as, in the House, it 
would not have been proper, perhaps, to show me the draft. 

The text of the draft what he read out to me ( appears rather 
somewhat confusing, at least that part of the draft which deals 
with the question of fresh inquiry. 

I feel that there is no necessity for the Government 
to make any observation in regard to the necessity about a 
fresh inquiry about Netaji, As I told you categorically that, 
for reasons which I have communicated to you personally, I feel 
that there is no necessity^ any more,, of further inquiry. 

However, I think this part should have been left to 
me to say it before the House while withdrawing my amendment 
reqardinq the demand for fresh inquiry. Such procedure would 
have helped the Government or otherwise embarrassing questions 
may be raised in the House and outside in regard to the issue 
of fresh inquiry. If there is any adverse criticism to be met 
in this regard, it will be better that it should be left to me 
to face it. 

You have dealt with this delicate matter very 
judiciously. Nov; that my Motion on Khosla Commission's Report 
will come up before Lok Rabha early next week, I shall be 
highly obliged to you if you kindly entrust one of your Cabinet 
colleagues, like Prof, Madhu Dandavate, to show me the draft 
so that I can carefully go through it and suggest to you if any 
change is to be made without substantially altering the main 
perspective of the draft, 
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I hope you w ill und e rstand my p o sition and the 
responsibi lity I have to slioulder sorar as public opinion 
conc erne d, i n regard to not demanding any fresH Inquiry 
a bout Net a ji 5 ubFa s Cha ndr a B ose, 


With kind regards, 


Yours sincerely. 




( samar gijha ) 


Shri Morarji Desai, 

Prime Minister of India* 
New Delhi. 
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dev Offlhi , 
\t 1 gu 3 t 26, 1978 


Jear Guha, 

I lease refer to your letter of 
nugust 74. I understand that Mju will 
r.et in touch with you In regard to the 
statement which the Coverrtmrnt would want 
to on whether another Committee to 

inquire Into Netajl Siibhas Chandra Rose's 
•’i sappr arance would serve any useful 
purpose. 


Yours 




(Morarji Oesai) 


Irof, Samar Guha, MF 
14, T alkatora Coal, 

dew Del hi- 1 
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LOK SABHA ViGKWiTARlAT 
(Quest Ion lir*itu.h) 




SUBJECT: Starred Question Dy.Kn,^ 7 3.3 

regardi ng 


for 
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Hr-rvi ot ry- ol f* M * i *• 


is request! 


kindly t,o state the^^aets/ regarding the above question (copy enclosed) with a 
view to enable the Speaker to decide the admissibility of the question. 





While furnishing the farts* it my please be stated whether the note ha 
been shown to Hie Minister, In the absence ot any indication to this effect it 
will, be assumed that it has been issued with the approval of the Officer who has 
signed it. 


It may also please be stated whether the Ministry have any objection to 
the inf or mt loti contained therein being conveyed t:o the Member, 
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QUESTION FOR THE LOK SABHA 
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.Ministry to wbicii the day has been allotted r * OFKI CE 


rht question will be put down For the 
sitting on the 


27.1J.78 


sh he hahi Timm tiikashj 
I rime 

Will thq/lini star oe pleas ©3 to stare: 

Ca) whether It Is a fact that a treasure hex belonging to 
the President of Arsee E u ku$at-e-Azad Hind, lietaji Subha s 
Sandra Bose, was brought tc India sorr o years ago; 

C h) if so, when exactly, by whom end in what cl rcum stances; 
C c) where and in whose custody it had bear kept since; 

( d) Aether it was. opened recently: 

C e) if so, when exactly, by whets, under whose orders; 

( f j the reasons for opening the box; 

( g) the narr.es of persons who were present when the box was 

opened; 

(h) the description of the box, and of the method or 
technique by which it was opened; 

(i) the detailed inventory of the contents of the box; 

(,1) whether the box is lying onen with the contents taken 




(k) where the box Is now kept; 

(l) better the box wni its con ten ts ore available for 
observation tnopectio" by •re:*’'ers of Parliarent; ?jid 

( n / if net, the reasons therefor V 
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a) 


b) 



■I box sail to contain the treasure that was 


salvaged from the air or aft in which 
was reported to have met his death* was made 

tonal fuse urn by the Ministry 
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It-^, D fY*r*r- ( A£-*j<J Lt . - Jt — u/^+1 f^**'"'* J r->f I lij. fc. 

The box is sliced in a Dioloifiatic 3a’ which h.?/; 
been seeled' by the Ktnistry of External Affair, 
me entrusted to the custody of 
ii u a e uni , ile w Delhi. 
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national 
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1. 

2. 


4. 
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r 
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3hri A. 3. Dili, Additional Secretary, 

Department of Culture. 

3hri H.H. Deshpande, Director General, 
Archaeological Survey of India. 

Shrl C. 3 iv ar amamur t 1 , Former Director, 

Hat ion al Museum . 

Dr 2. Danerjee, Assistant Director, 
national Museum, 

Shri I.D, ITa.thur, Xeeper(L_D; , National Museum. 
Dr N.Ii. Danerjee, Director, National Museum. 


Z) 

s; 

h; 



Shri K.P. 3alakriahn?.n, Director (Establishment) and 
Shri Atish Sinha, Under Secretary, of the Ministry 
of External Affairs, joined later and left before the 
contents were sealed again. 


Ihe box was opened under instructions of the 
Prime Minister * j -’ gf f ic - 3 . 


To verify the observations made in Chapter VI of 
Shah Hawaz Khan's Report about the contents ox the bo 

Please refer to reply under (ej above. 


The seal of the cloth bag containing the box was 
opened and the bag seen to contain a steel suitcase. 
The suitcase was opened with the key tied to the seal 
of the Diplomatic 3ag. 


Detailed inventory running into 6 pages can be seen 
in the Jieport of the Committee which has already been 
submitted to P.M.'s Office, copy placed below in the 
file at flaa 'X'. 


V* „ >'%£■* 
■ 


JplBSR 

V.2/- 

A'illi 

ft 1 * ^ 



V. .. qsljj^!£& 






>r i: v ; 







— c. — 


i 


ihe 

the suite use 
•:1th the :sal 


f 

the as;; v.-ere - 


.r.I 

K^r- once 

rz ?.ir 


- ~ " in h ^ 1 

V- V -1 .. y, * ■ - 

' ' ■» J-a. * - *** 

.V "j. t -- 


in ni 1= 


^ "i « T 2; 


i.o i^a If n t i a n n.1 Mu ? z uffl , 


- ; 
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QlfeSTION 


PRIME MINISTER *S OFFICE 


Subject* 


Starred question ny.Mo.733 for 22-11-78 
regarding Treasure box belonging to Netaji 
Sutoash qbandra Bose. 

*p o- o» o» o- (v 


Reference is invited to j.ok sabha secretariat u.o. Mo. 
sqn*733/22-t|/78-q dated the 6th November, 1978 on the subject 
mentioned above. 


The facts relating to the question are given below; - 


(a) K (b) a box said to contain the treasure that was 
ill 


salvaged from the aircraft in which f^etaji was reported 
to have met his death, was made overlithe National Museum 
by the Ministry of External Affairs in 1953. It was 
brought to India by qhri k*R* Damle from Tokyo under 
instruction from the then prime Minister, it was handed 
over to him Immediately on arrival. 


(c) The box is placed in a Diplomatic Bag which had been 
sealed by the Ministry of External Affairs and entrusted 
to^custody of the National Museum, New Delhi. 


(d) 

(•> 


yes, 


M 


on 9/l0/7B in the presence of the following officers; 


1. shri a.s* qill, Additional secretary, 

Department of culture. 

2. shri m«N» neshpande, Director General 
archaeological survey of India. 

3. shri c. sivaramamurti. Former Director, 

National Museum. 

4. nr. p. Banerjee, Assistant Director, 

National Museum. 

5. shri 'i.d. Msthur, Keeper (i«£). National Museum. 

6. dt. N.Rt Banerjee, Director, National Muse us. 


Shri k.P. Balakrishnan, Director (Establistfpknt) an d 
Shri Atish sinh 3 , lender secretary of the Ministry of External 
Affairs, joined later and left before the contents were 
sealed aaain. 


1 ■ - 


The box was opened under instructions of the prime 
Miniver . 




( f ) to verify the observations made in chapter vi of . 
Shsh Nawaz Khan * 5 Report about the contents of the box. 
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{ g) please refer to reply under (e) above. 
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(h) The seal of the cloth bag containing the box was 
opened and the bag seen to contain a steel suitcase. The 
suitcase was opened with the key tied to the seal of the 
Diplomatic Bag. 


$ 
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{i) a detained inventory has been prepared. 

(j) The contents of the box were placed ins 
suitcase and baq, and once again sealed with 


kVt 
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(1) & (m) The box has been re- sealed with the contents 
and hence they are not available for observation and 
inspection. . 


There is no objection to this information being 
conveyed to the Member. 




C'v 


v 


(N.S*Sxeer iaC) 
private secretary 
to the prime Minister 

ok "sabha secretariat (question Branch) 

7m ' s oitice u.o. No", //h;, .dated. 


Copy forwarded for information to Parliament 
Section, pm's office. 
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Treas-rcc Rnx biloit^n^ (o Nefaji 
Sufa lifts Ch umbra Rose 


gro nXn *n fpjw 

<51 WV* 


*f!0. 


sum UAIIl VISHNU 
K A MATH; 

SHIU SUUENDRA BIKHAM: 


M; 

' 


f*6D, *1*H1 1 

tsft gk* faro : 


Will the PRIME MINISTER 
W FT *nft 

be pleased to state: 


to) whether It i* n loot that o 
treasure box belonging to the Presi- 
dent of Arxec Hukumat-c-Azad Hind* 
Nelaji Silhhas Chandra Hose, was 
brims' til to India some years ago; 
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(b) if m, when exactly, by wlinai 
and in what circumstances: 


(e) w here and to whose 
il had been kept since; 


custody 


Cd) whether it wag opened recen- 
tly; 


l) 


(') if when exaelty^ by whtnn 
under whose* orders; 


(t) the reasons lor opening 
box; 


the 


(p) the names of persons 
were present when the box 
opened; 


wlip 

was 


JfUTWSW^aV pyt 

ftt : 

'*} 

{%) to ^ fa «rrt* 
graWfOTR fgR %^frs^ P ^arsfY 
qfqpr 

m w wra ^mr to 

«t; 

(«) ufa&tft ?m fa* 

RTtiT TT TO tfUfV^T *rfT- 

a mr to; 

(it) sr ^ *gtnkfa*fat 

tffaTOT if tot TO; 

(w) to 5m iff * w>n 

to t; 

"™(») tft ftw TOI *TT 

TOfa^fasnr farfa <nWf % 

i?ktT TOJ 


( h) the description of the box:, 
and of the method or techniques by 
which it was opened; 


\ 
I » 


?; 




(i) the detailed inventory of the 
contents t]| Abe box; 


{0} 3R fFgquftWT TO eft 

wr ^1^^ wrfiRpff % to to |; 


f}) whether the box is lying open 
with Hie contents taken out or whe- 
ther the contents have been replaced 
and the box re-dosed; 


(3f) Td'f* qrrftlWTOfc TO 
q^fa^T^fd WTO TOfto 

to ; 


(kV where the box is now kept; 


(I) whether the box and its con- 
tents arc available for observation 
and inspection by Members of Par- 
liament; and 


(^t) ifTT ^T^,rr 

fa-PTBfitf ^TT 'TTT J 


(m) if not, the reason* therefor? 


9tU$< fj co oy>Y M. 
n o fa v) & 


*rr q&iji *rm to it ni % urt 
srt qrcftqr iRft; 

(?) TRd W*$G 5fT^t TO7 

5*TT t; 

(?) wnifli? wtow vt 
5 d»rr iff* qr> ^ g *r>r 
? ^TOf^rtVflr»r fn: w?r|; Rk 

(y) dtH -TfTO 
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J OK SARHA ADMITTED STARRED QUESTION NO.60 

— for Tz^TFrrm 


TREASURE BOX BELONGING TO NETAJI SURHAS CHANDRA BOSE 


QUEST I ON 

*60 SHRI HARI VISHNU KAMATH : 
SHRI SURENDRA BIKRAM: 


ANSWER 
(SHRI MORARJI DESAI ) 


Will the pRp/E MINISTER be pleased 
to state. 


c«j } ('*•»'> - A U* 4 -*' 

( VW* v»* - 




(a) whether it is a fact that, a treasure 
box belonging to the president of Arzee 

Hukumat-e-Azad Hind, Netaji scfchas chandra 

v 

Bose, was brought to India some years ago; 

(b) if so, when exactly by whom and in 
what circumstances; 


(a) & (b). a b ox said to contain 

the treasure that was salvaged 

from the aircraft $n which wetaj 
^,’junX tr-tVi C 77 ? — ® — 

was reported to have met his 

death, was made over to the 
National Museum by the Ministry 
of External Affairs in 1953 . it 
was brought to India by an 
official of Government of India 
from Tokyo under instructions 
from the then prime Minister. 

It was handed over to him 
immediately on arrival. 


(c) where and to whose custody it had 
been kept since ; 


(c): The box is placed in a 
Diplomatic Bag which had been 
sealed by the Ministry of Extern 
Affairs and entrusted to the 
custody of the National Muse up, 
New Delhi. 
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QUEST tot: 

— r 

.(d) whether it was opened recently; 

(e) yif so, when exactly, by whom 
under whose orders; 


V 



ANSWER 

(d) yes. 

qt^tWv 

(e) on 9/l0/ 19 7ft-, in the presence 

of the following officers* 

(1) shri a*S» Gill. Additional 
Secretary, Deptt . of culture, 

(2) Shri m»N* neshpande, Director 
General, Archaeological Survey 
of jndia. 

(3) Shri c* Sivaramamurti, Former 
Director, Nat ion al Muse ur * 

(4) or. p. aanerjee, Assistant 
Director, National Museum. 

(5) shri j.d. Mathur, Keeper ( lre) 
National Museum. 

(6) Dr. N.R. Banerjee, Director, * 
National Museum. 

Shri k*P» Balaitrishnan, Director 


(Establishment) and shri Atish sinh 
Under secretary, of the Ministry of 


External Affairs, joined larter and 
left before the contents were seale- 
again . 

The box was opened under instruc- 
tions of the prime Minister, 


( f ) the reasons for opening the 
box ; 


( g) the^ names of persons who were 
present when the box was opened; 


(f) to verify the observations mad* 
in chapter yi ofjshah Nawaz Khan's 
Report about the contents of the 


box. 



( g) fdbea-se - r e f e r to r -e^^y^ij Bdfrr^-f e- 

( £ ) - 


. 3 /- 


ANSWER 


QUESTION 

( h ) the description of the box, and 
of the method or techniques by which 
it was opened; 


(i) the detailed inventory of the 
contents of the box; 
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(h) The seal of the cloth bag contain- 
ing the box was opened and the bag seer 
to contain a steel suitcase. The suit- 
case was opened with the key tied to 
the seal of the Diplomatic Bag. 

'tUvfeivT 

(i) The box was found to contain 

.-fcro ^ 

pack agea in -ye 11 ow en vel ope s— f b-)— £-4rr 
brown paper (c) -4" in a small-gun ny b ag 
(_d)..£in a cloth bagp making— a-t-otal o^ 
T7 package "The contents of tbe 
> pag.k.ag fes^ were medals, sings, chains, 
v.,vv*i- watches, ear-rings, pendants, ear-stud< 
brooches, bangles, fragments of stones, 


jp-r | 9 ( , g j* : r ' shirt buttons, signet rings, nose-ring 

^ ^ ^ ^ stones, _ iron nail ete> <X ' J ? 


(j) whether the box is lying open 
with the contents taken out or 
whether the contents have been 
replaced and the box re-closed; 


(j) The contents of the box were 
placed inside the suitcase and bag, an< 
once again sealed with the seal of the 
National Museum. 


(k) where the box is now kept; 

(l) whether the box and its contents 
are available for observation and 
inspection by Members of parliament; 
and 

(m) if not, the reasons therefor? 


(k) jn the National Museum 

(l) r (m); The box has been re-sealed 
with the contents and hence they are 
not available for observation and 
inspection. 



<^r 


* :~ 


so. 


3 HBI ,H&KI YI3HIRJ AAl'd adb 
3*1 1 .1 oU i PDi lA p I i\r Jii'iJ 


C a) 


w *ill tlie FRIiili hlMP-'ME be pleaded to state; 
whether it is a fact that a treasure box belonging to 


the President of Arsee Hukumat- e-Azad Hind, ITetaji Subha s Chandra 
-os e, was brought to India some years ago 5 


C b) if so, when exactly, by whom and in what circumstances; 

C c) where and to whose custody it had been kept since*, 

(a) whether it was opened recently, 

{ e) if so, when exactly, by whom under whose orders; 

(f) the reasons for opening the bo::; 

(g) the nanr s of persons who were present when the box was 
opened; 

(h) the description of the box, and of the method 
techniques by which, it was opened; 


(i) the detailed inventory of the contents of the box; 

(;) whether the box is lying open with the contents taken 

out or whether the contents have been replaced and the box 
re-closed; 

(k) where the box is now kept; 

1 ■ » „ *■ “ , ^3* * 

(l) whether the box and its contents are available for 
observation and inspection by Members of Parliament; and 
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( a) 


if not the reasons therefor? 
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(a) whether it is a fact that a 
treasure box belonging to the 
President of Arses Hukuraat-e- 

i 

Asr.d Aind, I-etaji oubhas Chandra 
Bose, was brought to India some 
years ago ; 

( b) if so, wh en exactly, by 
whom and in what circumstances ; 


C c) where and to whose custody 
it had been kept since} 


( d) whether it Was opened 
recently*, 

(e) if so, when exactly, by 
whom under whose orders; 


(a) 3c (b); a box said to contain 
the treasure thae was salvaged 
from the aircraft in which Ketaji 
jubhas Chandra Bose was reported 
to have met his death was brought 
to Delhi from Tokyo by an official 
of the Government of India under 
instructions from. the then Prime 

i' 

Minister in November 1952. It was 
handed over to him immediately on 
arrival and was retained by the 
Ministry of External Affairs 
temporarily. 

i 

Cc) 'The box, which is placed in 
a diplomatic bag sealed by the 
Ministry of External Affairs, was 

l 

entrusted on 3Jth December 1953 

jf 

to the National Museum, New Delhi, 
for safe custody, and has 
remained with the National Museum 
since then. 

(d) Yes. 

. r - ■ 1 ** * - 

4 ~ * * -• _ 1 

* 

s . * 

■> .1 . f 

(e) & Cg)^s On 9th October, 197S in 

the presence of the following 

_• ... i - • ; ,: v • .--.lud 1 55 - 

Officers 

■■■>/'. , . A ■ ■ ' ?: a. 

(1) 3hri A. 3. Gill, Additional 

Secretary, Dept t. of Culture. 



" >4 r f ;W .■ 


4 , 


(2) 3hri -V,?:. Deshpande , Dilector 
^ ener al , Ar cha colog ic. al ou rvey 
of India. 

C 3) ohri C. Sivaramamurti, Fortier 
jo:. i ector, Ha t i o nal feu 3 eum . 

( ) Or, P, Haneri ce, Assistant' 
Director, Patio nal Hus eum. 

( 5 ) 3hri I . D. Ma t ' ru r , ICeeperC DIE) 

Ha t io no. 1 Hue sum . 

(5) pr. K. It. Banerjee, Director, 

National Kus eum. 


3 h i-i K. P . Halahris h na n , Director 
(Establi -hment) and Shri Ati r h 
o inha. Under Secretary, of the 
Hint s try o f Ext e r nal Af fairs, 
joined later and left before the.^ 
contents were sealed again, lire 


bo:; was opened under instructions 
of the Prime Hinister. 


(f) the reasons for opening 
the bo::. 


C f) To verify the observations 
made in Chapter VI of oliri Shah 
Uawaz Khan ’ s Report about the 
contents of the box. 


C g) the names of persons who 
were present when the box 
was opened-, 


(h) the description of the box, 
and of the methpd or techniques 
by which it was opened; .. . 

■ y V i 


.'r V: - vrfr- 


. r * 
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;-jr . . 
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: $ 'h 


Ch) The seal of the cloth bag 
containing the box was opened 
and the bag seen to contain a 


steel suitcase. The suitcase 

. 

was opened with the hey tied to 


the seal of 'she Diplomatic bag, 

... 3 /- 
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( i) the detailed inventory of 
the contents of the box; 


■/ 


. ~r 


/ 


( j) whether the box is lying 
open with the contents taken 
out or whether the contents 
have boon replaced and the 
box re- closed 5 

(it) where the box is now kept; 

( 1 ) whether trie box and its 
contents are available for 
observation and inspection by 
Members of Parliament* and 


h 

( i) The box was found to contain 
seventeen packages, the contents 
of which were medals, rings, chains, 
wrist watches, car-rings, pendants, 
ear- studs , bro och es , bang lc s , 
fragments of stones, shirt buttons, 
Signet rings, nose-ring stones, 
iron nail and other miscellaneous 
items almost all of which are in 
damaged and charred condition. The 
net weight of the articles, 
excluding weight of wrappers was 
found to bo 13491*25 grammes. An 
inventory has boon .prepared, 

(j) The contents of tine box 
were placed inside the suitcase 
and bag, and once again sealed 
with the seal of the National 
Museum, 

(ic) In the national Museum. 

(l) & ( m) 5 The box has been 
ro- sealed with the contents 
and hence they are not available 
for inspection. 


Cm) ix not, the reasons therefor? 





Starred pug st Ion No *60 In i.ok nab ha for 22-11-78 

Material for supplement arie s 

The question seeks detailed in form at ion as to whether 
a treasure box belonginq to Netaji pubhas Chandra Bose was 
brought to India some years ago and in what circumstances# 
its custody since then and whether the box was recently opened 


Receipt of 
ttst tr£ a sure 
box' In jndl a 


Observations 
of the shah 
Nawaz Khan 
Committee and 
the Khosla 
Committee. 


and details thereof, 

2.1 in 1951 the hp ad of the jndian liaison Mission in Tokyo 
was contacted by some Indians who were associated with Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose. They informed him that they were in 
possession of some gold and jewellery which, they stated, had 
been collected from the plane which crashed with Netaji. The 
Head of the Indian liaison Mission was also informed that In 
addition to the gold and jewellery, they were also in possession 
of yen 20,000 (then equivalent to ps.265 and annas 10 only), 

2.2 on instructions from the then prime Minister, the Head 
of the Indian liaison Mission in Tokyo kept this gold, jewellery 
and cash in our Mission until further instructions, 

2.3 After the signing of the peace Treaty with Japan, these 
articles were sent to Delhi in November 1952 through an official 
of the covernment of India. They were delivered to the Ministry 
of external Affairs, who retained them temporarily, on December 
30, 1953 the gold and jewellery were handed over to the National 
Museum for safe custody. The cash amounting to ns. 265 and annas 
10 was, with the approval of the then prime Minister, transferre 
to the INA Relief Fund on December 16, 1954. 

3*1 The ^t aji inquiry committee under the shah Nawaz Khan ha 
made certain observations on the treasure although this was not 
one of the terms of reference of the committee, chapter vi of 
the committee* s report is devoted to this subject. According to 


• * 




prime 

Minister* 6 
Orders to 
open the 
box and 
evaluate 
content s 


Opening 
of the box 
and evalua- 
tion of 
content s 


one witness before the committee to the box had been tampered 
with, was much lighter in weight and less than half full, and 

V 

that the valuables remained with shri Renanurthi from 1945 to 
1951 (in Tokyo), According to the committee, it was far from 
clear as to what was collected from the airfield after the crash 
of Netaji*s plane, whether there was any subtraction and who 
took delivery of the treasure in Tokyo and when, and that it was 
not possible to come to any definite conclusion about the treasur 
As mentioned in the preceding paragraph, eventually the treasure 
was brought to India and deposited with the National Museus. 

An extract of chapter vi of the committee* s report is attached at 
appendix I . 

3.2 The G'D* Khosla committee's observations on this stfcject 
are very brief j The valuables scattered in the airfield when tto 
plane crashed and some of the articles were damaged, whatever 
valuables were there were gathered and placed in a box which was 
sent to Tokyo along with the casket containing Net all* s ashes} 
this box was taken charge of by Mr, Rsmaraurthi and handed over to 
the Indian Mission in Tokyo, 

3.3 The shah Nawaz Khan committee had the box containing the 

treasure opened and examined the contents twice. According to th< 
Committee the estimated value of the contents (then) was Hs.l lakt 
4.1 in the context of these observations which were brought 

to prime Minister's notice, he wished to know whether the treasure 
box was still in the National Museun and whdt the contents and the 
value were. Accordingly the Department of culture was asked to Yu 

i 

the box opened and the contents evaluated, 

5.1.1. The sealed diplomatic bag containing the ina treasure was 
opened on 9th October 1978 under instructions of shri a*S* Gill# 
Additional secretary. Department of culture in the presence of the 
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following;- 

1. shri a*S. Gill, Additional secretary 

2. sHri M.V- neshpande, no, Archaeological survey of indie 

3. Shri c- Sivaramamurti, former Director, National Museus 

4. pr, p. Ranerjea, Assistant Director, National Museus. 

5. Shri i.r. Mathur, Keeper (LAB), National Museua 

6. pr, n.h. Banerjee, Director, National Museum. 

5.1.2 shri k-P* Balakrishnan, Director (Est ablishaent) and 

Shri Atish sinha, under secretary respectively of the Ministry of 
External Affairs Joined later and left before the content* were 
sealed again, 

5.2.1 The seal of the cloth bag was broken and the bag was 

seen to contain a steel suitcase. The suitcase was thereupon 
opened with the key tied to the seal with the diplomatic bag and 
it was found to contain (a) 13 packages in yellow envelopes, (b) 2 
brown paper, (c) 1 in a small gunny bag and (d) 1 in a cloth bag, 
making a total of 17 packages. The individual packages had not be' 
sealed; but the snail gunny bag and the small cloth beg and 2 brow 
packages bearing nos, 2 and 6 respectively, and 4 yellow envelopes, 
bearing nos. 1,3, 4 and 5 were found tied simply with a string. 

5.2.JL, in the course of the opening, a knob of the handle of 
the box gave way because of the weight of the contents though the 
lock and seal were intact. 

5.2.3. The packages were thereafter opened, one after another, 
in t he serial order. They were also photographed in the course of 
the opening, showing the contents of each bag by shri j.c* at ox a, 
photographer of the Net Ion al Museum (v&rier> album 

5.2.4. The diplomatic bag contained a pan American world a!***' 
luggage identification tag in the nose of "DAMl.g " with a rubber st, 
to say This hag weighed at Tokyo* . 
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5,3 The contents of the packages are described below. They 
were all found in damaged condition owing to burning, as well as 
twisted, sometimes broken, and many of them formed into lumps or 
conglomerates. aU the wrist watches are badly charred, \ 1 1 of 
the materials, except the contents of package no. 15 are in charrec 
condition, obviously due to burning. 


package no«1; 

The content s( dam aged) are mostly rings of gold without 
stones and approximately of 16 to 22 Carat. aU the objects have 
turned black. 


1. Rings and portions of Rings 114 

2. Miscellaneous piece s( non-rings) 6 


Totals 120 


package No,2« 


(Total net 
weight 389.5 
grams). 


The contents( damaged) are mostly bracelets, i.e,, churls 
and Karas , besides 

1. watbhes (completely damaged) 

2. brooches. Including one in the shape of a charkha 

3. pendants 

4. Metals 

5. a lid of a golden case 

6. chain of a necklace in 2 portions and (Total ne 

7. insignificant portions of other materials weight 

On on? piece of bangle there were 2 stones fixed. 3.054 kg 


package No. 3 

The contents (d^naged) are. 

1. coins 

2. charm rendants 
3* Bangles 

4. shield- shaped discs for necklace 

5. lower part of a golden case of oval shape 

6. nangles - 8 

7. Miscellaneous pieces 

8. 2 pieces coin of 1942 


- 5 - 


<yb 

The contents (d*naged) include an American gold coin nowted 
as a pendant, a french 5 francs gold coin mounted as a button and 
one victoria coin of 1876. ^ 318 a grema) * <t * 9 * lt 

package ^o,4. 

The contents (damaged) »re ( 

1. Medal showinq the etched fiqure of an owl with 

wings outspread. It is damaged and a part of , 

it i s missing. 

2. Rings - 2 

3. chain for a wrist watch - i 


4. pendant with round (qhungru) balls 

- 

i 


5. Gadrooned beads of a mala (necklace) 

- 

36 


6. Ear-rings (studs) 

- 

33 


7. Miscellaneous pieces (These comprise 2 gold 
pieces* 1 gold leaf and 4 studs) 

* 

16 


8. nop- gold pieces 

- 

4 


9. concavo-convex beads 

- 

2 

(Tot a 
net 

10. square table shield 

- 

1 

11. ri*ce of glass 

• 

i 

welgl 
316 9 

package no. 5; 




This package contains a lot of ear-studs, almost 

all with 

white settings (pearls/chemical/dieaonds) and very few with red 

sittings, though some of the settings are missing, and 

All 

of them 

are dasagedj 




T ot al t 


234 

(Total 

net 

Rings (fragnents) 

- 

10 

(of these 2 rings are with white settings and 

2 have got enmeshed into each other) 



weigh 
626 gp 

Package No. 6* 




The contents (danaged) are. 




1. Non-gold medal 

- 

1 


2. churls and Karas, mostly broken 

- 



3. Medal with a portion of chain 

- 

1 


4. Har-rings 

- 

2 


5. Ear-studs 

• 

1 
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6* v^rist watch (watch strap with watch 
ijrane) 

7. crc scent- shape* o’ brooch with floral 
filigree work in high relief 

0. i ong chain for pocket watch 
9 • piece of a cheln 

10. Miscellaneous 

package NQ«7» 

The contents (damaged) are* 

1. Miscellaneous pieces 

2. 5 pranc (France) pieces of 1864 

3. shirt button studs 

4 . par-studs 

5. Ear-rings 

6. pendants 

7. Fraqments of objects 

8. mos* ring with a conical floral stud 
P ackage ho ,8 

Thff contents (damaged) *rn * 

1. nar-studa 

2, Rings (2 ere fragnented) 

3. Fragments of ornasents 

4, fit. one s loose 

Tack age Mo .9; 

The contents (d#nagedp are* 

1. v.Tfi st-wat ch straps 

2. Neck collar 

3. Rings (1 with cabochan ruby) 

4. Tar-rings 

5. Bangles 

6. pine gold stripe (one is in good 
condition) 

packag e No«IOt 

The contents (damaged) are 5 

1. Far*- studs 

2m Galloping figure of horse used as 
Charm (copper) 

3» Rings 

4. Miscellaneous 

5, ft absents of stones 



pieces 


i 



(Total ne< 
weight 
1666.6 91 


2 

3 


(Total n« 
weight 
812 gas) 



(Total ne 
weight 
425.6 gms 


2 


(Total nei 
weight 
307.5 cps; 


97 


1 

7 

- 19 

- 9 


(Total m 
weight 
419.7 9*1 


Total* 


7 


package No.ll 

The contents (damaged) nro* 

1. Rings ( scree with stones including blue 
sapphire, ruby and diamonds) 



39 


2* screw (non-gold) - 1 

3. Gadrooned beads - 1 


4. resign for a rattle-shaped ear-ring 

5. nos* ring 

6. Far ntud 

7. Far -rang hanging 

Totali 



(Total 

net 

— weight 

— 101 gas 


package *jo, 12; 

The contents (duaagetf) ax*; 

1. rlain signet rings (some with monograss 
and enamel work unset) 

2. chain 

3. Miscellaneous (these comprise) 

(J) part of a chain 

(2) hanging ear-rings with settings 

(3) 1 ear-stud with stone 

(4) nose ring with setting 

(5) fragments of oxnasents 

4‘. Rings with stones missing 

3. Rings set with stones, mostly white 
including 1 blue sapphire and 3 red 

stones* 

Total. 

package f|0.13i 

Th« contents (danaged) are t 
1- cuff-links (1 pair) 

2. Rings with white setting 

3. shirt buttons 

4. Ear studs 

5. Hanging ear-ring 

6. portion of a chain 

7. Golden screw 

8. Karri a-phool 

9* Heart-shaped pendant 
10. stones 
.U. odd wire 

T ot al| 



e 



(Total 

net 
weight 
. 205.0 g 



1 


6 



40 


(Total 

net 

weight 
46 gms) 


* * • iS/’ 


I 


8 


* 0 % 

package No. 14; 

The contents (damaged) arc t 

1. Hanging ear-rings 

2. cylindrical hollow bead with pointed 
spikes for neck 

3. Hollow bead-cyllndrlcal v with 
projections 

4. loose stones 

5. nod- gold metal pieces 

Total* 

package no* !5l 

(Ayer* s lot) 

The contents are* 

cold Nuggets (only these are in good 
condition in the whole lot) 


package no«16» 

(cunny bag) 

The contents (dan aged) are* 

1* paper knife of copper with hapdfe 
gilded of wayang motif 

2. cig***tte case of silver with 

4 edges studded with square blue 
sapphire and rubies engine-turned) 

3. iron nail 

4. Drawing pin 

5. lead fragnents 
6* Mixed Metal 

7. Lump of several medals of tha Arad 
Hind pauj bearing the horse and 
rider motif 

8* Non-gold wrist watch strap 

9. Non-gold belt buckle with elephant 
motl f 

10. Ciolden churl 

11* Miscellaneous gold objects 

12* star-shaped metal non- gold 

13, Frame of a wrist-watch 

14, pinnacle of silver 

IS. elided hollow container resembling 
a cigarette lighter 

Total* 



9 

1 

(Total net 
weight 50. 5 
grans) 


1 

6 

4 

21 ™ 


9 (24 carat) 

(Total net 
weight 300.5 grans) 


i ■*; 

1 

16 

1 

3 


2 

2 

1 

1 

21 

1 

1 

1 

(Total net 

1 weight 3493.2 

2±T grams) 

7 

56 


16. semi precious stones 


Tot*!. 
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packag* NO: 17 * 

(Cloth bags) 



The contorts (damaged) are* 

1. Ashes or dust or burnt earth containing ftagnents 
of stones, bones, ftagnents of ornament* and 
hinges etc. 

2. A**d Hind Fauj badges with pins some bearing 
(at least 2) the lettering *Rani jhansi paltan* 

3. watches 

4. a lump of 4 watches and a gold ring 

5. Socket for a watch 

6. portions of a watch strap non- gold 

7. i id of a round box far slndoor (vermilion) of 
silver with a design ot paniqFanana etched on it 
with a Bengali in scr iption re adlnq chlr a sukhi 

8. paper knife of copper with handle of wayeng motif 

9. star-shaped non- gold metal (white metal with an 
eagle motif at the top) 

10. Table spoon 

11. Butter knife bearing 2 letters in Japanese, Non- 
stain steol seiki plus the nsne of the firm in 
Enqli sh 

12. silver buckle with a figure of dancing lady 

13, tower part of a square case of silver mutilated 

14, folding type small penknife 

15, Handle of a safety razor of Hexagonal crose- 
section. 


3 

7 

3 

1 

3 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


16. compasses 

17. Divider 

18. cigarette lighter (hollow type) 

19. Blower with three nozzles 

20. Buckles 


2 

1 

2 

1 

4 


21. Rim in the shape of ring (non-gold) 

22. unspent cartridge 

23. Brass case of a spent cartridge 

24. Non-de script fitting of a flask 
23, Non-gol d finials 

26. Brass coat hook 

27. iron nails 

28. Fragments of gold pieces 

29. a non-gold buckle with enesel work showing 
a charkha and 2 flags 

30. Non- gold metal pieces 

Total* 


- 1 
- 1 
- 1 
- 1 
- 2 
- 1 

9 (TO - * 

- 3 net 


- 1 

- 10 
69 


weigT 

966.! 

gms) 


5.4 The group which exwnined the contents of the 17 

packages was asrdeted by shri sultan Singh BacVHwal, an eminent 
Connoisseur of Gems end jewellery and president of the Delhi 
jewellers* Association and shri woti chand, an A*sayer , besides 
Capt. a • Mathews, security officer and shri Adit y a Nerain, ny. 
Keeper prehie-tory. 

5.5.1. The contents of the packages, including the packing 

materials, were separately weighed after they were opened by 
Shri *,B. Bisht, chemist and shri surendra Pal Singh, chemical 
Assistant of the National Museum, it is observed that the 
contents of the package no. 16 (gunny bag) and package NO. 17 
(Cloth bag) are mostly non-gold pieces. The golden (non-gold) 
articles contained in these two packages may be estimated 
roughly ct rs.5,000/- 

5.5*2*. package no. 15 (Ayerts lot) contained 9 gold nuggets 

weighing 305 grass in all. The total value of these nuggets 
a Rs.800/- per 10 grans for gold of 24 carat approximates to 
Rs.24,400 or ns. 25, 000 (round figures). 

5.5.3. Deducting approximately lOjjf to account for wastage 
and non-gold materials, the total weight of the first 14 package 
come to (8732-873) 7859 or 7860 ox 7900 grans in round figures. 
The cost of 7900 grams at the rate of Rs'.tiOo/- per 10 gross of 
18 carat gold (granting that 18 carat would approximately 
represent the different varieties of goldp would came to 

Rs. 4,74,000/- 

5 . 5 . 4 . Thus the total valuation would be fixed approximately 
at Rs. 5,05,000/- 

5.5.5. ah accurate valuation would require the separation 
of the stones from the golden objects, and of the flux of the 

al un ini u» like alloy, cleaning of the gold objects, melting time 
and weighing them together. This does not se«m to be a practical 
proposition, as apart from the difficulty of separating the 
individual objects from a conglomerate, it may not be deslrMe 
to break-up the contents, a realistic assesmsent in ths present 
condition may not, therefore, be possible. 

5.6. The list of packages found in the box tallies with 

the entries in the Accession Register of the National Museum. 
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A comparative statement showing the weight of jewellery in the 
different packages as found on inspection on 9th October 1978 
and as given by the Indian Mission Tokyo *hcn ii» articles were 
received by them as attached at APP*ndix-n,» There are minor 
differences between the two sets of weights which could perhaps 
be ascribed to the different weighing machines used with a gap 
of over 27 years, in regard to two items the difference is 
substantial - in package 2 (charred and broken bangles pins, 
bracelet s, buckles etc) 1978 weight is about 500 grams more than 
the thx 1951 weight given by the Indian Mission, Tokyo, whereas 
in package 17 (Metals mostly base and dust) the 1978 weight is 
nearly 635 grans less than the weight given by the Indian Mission 
The National Museum does not have any record of the eelght of 
the items when received by them, 

5,7, The packages were neatly packed again in envelopes tied 
carefully, placed inside the box and bag and once again sealed 
with the seal of the National Museum, 


««**• 
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CHAP TEH VI 
Tiil ACtJHli 



ALTHOUGH in the- terns of reference of the Committee, there was 
no mention of the treasure carried by Netaji on his last flight, 
in the course of their examination a number of witnesses spoke 
of the treasure. In fact, in Japan, to Judge from newspaper 
articles, there was keen interest as to what happened to this 
treasure. In view of the public interest in the subject, and 
evidence given before them, the Committee feel that some mention 
should be made in this Report about this treasure. 

2. It was the intention of Netaji to depend as little as 

rosslblo on his Japanese allies, and to finance the Indian 
National fumy from resources collected from Indian residents in 
bouth-Last Asia, for this purpose, regular collection drives were 
made by Kctaji and his lieutenants, and large funds were collected, 
A special committee called “Netaji Bind Committee" was established 
under the Minister of Revenue. : old and other valuables were 
generously donated by Indians in South-East Asia. On the occasion 
of his Birthday in January 1045, Netaji was weighed against gold. 
Not only ca;‘h and valuables, but Immovable properties used to be 
donated. Habib b&hib of Rangoon gave away at one time all. his 
estate in lahded property, cash and Jewellery valued at Rupees 
one crore and three lakhs. In return he asked from Netaji a pair 
of khaki shirt and shorts, so that he might work for the 
Independence Movement (Pag© 160 of Major General A.C. Chatter J ee' s 
book India* s struggle for freedom). fhe Binds of the Azad Hind 
Government were handled by the Azad Hind Bank. How much of the 
liquid assets wore carried by Netaji during his retreat from 
Rangoon onwards, is not precisely known. Mr, Dobnath Das says 
that at the time of the retreat from Rangoon, treasure valued 
at Rupees one- crore. consisting mostly of ornaments and gold bars, 
was withdrawn from the Azad Hind Bank, and taken away packed in 
17 small scried boxes. General Rhonslc says that Netaji had 
brought with him to Bangkok sold ornaments ana cash packed in six 
steel boxes, fhe Jewellery was a gift from Indians in Goutb-East 
Asia. He did not see the jewellery, and had no idea of its value. 
Kr. Dinanath, Chairman of the Asad Hind Bank, who was interrogated 
by the British Intelligence soon after the end of the war, had 
said that on the 34th April 1945 when Netaji left Rangoon, he took 
with him from the Bank 140 lbs. of gold. According to Pandit 
Raghunath ■ h^rmo, one of the leaders of the Indian Indep endence 
League pt Bangkok, Netaji took with him gold and other valuables, 
which were collected from the people, oi a total value exceeding 
Rupees one crore. That some valuables were carried by Netaji 
with him is cle;?x from the evidence,, but from the very start doubt 
and discrepancies creep in as to the size and value of the 
treasure. Pandit Raghunath bharma has stated that the valuables 
WMfJ kept in 10 or 12 steel boxes - 13" X 12" X 10" t some a little 
smaller than others. General, rhonsle 'ays that the contents of 
six steel boxes were re-packed in two canvas begs at the time of 
Netaji* s departure. But Mr. Debnath Das has said that, before 
leaving Bangkok, the contents of the 17 treasure boxes mentioned 
by Mr. Das were re-packed in two «x30txsxia3psxxtxifejlytisifi!x®i 
i^Kfex^t^xxihiqsxriszxEx large suit- cases, 30" to 36" long. It Is 
doubtful whether gold and ornaments of the value of Rupees one croi 
could be carried in two large leather suit-cases. Netaji* s person? 



valet, Kunclan Slash, was examined by the Committee. According 
to him, the treasure was packed in 4 steel cases of different 
sizes - 20" X 13" X 16" and 12” X 6" X6”. He was present at 
the time when the boxes were checked before Netaji' s departure 
front Hang kale, he says, "The boxe9 contained articles of jewelle 
which nre commonly worn by Indian women such as chains of ladies 
watches, necklaces, bangles, bracelets, earrings, etc. The? wer 
mostly of ladies. Therm were also pounds ana guineas. There 
were rome chains which had guinea pieces attached to them. 

There wore small gold vires, but th* re were no gold bars * • • 
if* sides these 4 boxes con aining the treasure, Netaji 1 s personal 
effects, and certain other valuable articles wU ch he had brough 
from Singapore, were kept in a small leather attache case. The? 
contained .n gold cigarette core which was presented to Netaji by 
Hitler." l > 1 , ivuni zuita of the Uikari Klkan who was constantly 
In. touch with Hetaji mentions that he was shown the valuables 
the sam ni:ht, and agrees with Kundan Singh, although he does 
not mention the number of boxes. 


3, bn his last visit. Netpji made heavy payments both at 

Singnroro and Bangkok. Hip Japanese Secretory and Interpreter, 
Mr. Herishi, --ays that before leaving Singapore, a* ordered by 
Netaji, he withdrew from the Japanese Bant 8 crore yens out of 
a loan of it) evores lrom the Japanese Government. It was drawn 
in. p?.per • ency, and spent in payments to X. N. A. s,nd civilian 
personnel. Hr. Uebnath Das says that on the 17 th August, just 
before 1 caving Bangkok, Netaji made large last-minute girts of 
It million ticals to Obulalongkorn Hospital and University and 
sanctioned tvro to three months’ pay to all officers and men of 
the I. «. A. He adds that this was not paid out of the treasure 
brought from Burma, but from the funds of the Thailand Indian 
Independence Icarus, The same witness has said that among the 
baggage of Netaji was i\ Ifrge suitcase containing documents and 
currency. The picture of the last hurried days is confused. 

It is not known how much Netaji withdrew, how much was spent, 
and how much in gold and jewellery he took with him. As 
documents were destroyed to avoid falling into Allied hands, 
reconstruction would b*' difficult. The only thing that can be 
said is fcb->t Netaji alebursed large nnounts in the final 
stages, and took none valuables and ornaments, etc,, with ni.i. 
Netaji apparently did not w«nt to take the treasure with him. 
According to the evidence of f’erdit Kpghuna th bharma, a few days 
previously Netaji had enquired of him whether he would take 
charge of the treasure to which Pandit Kaghnnath dharma did not 
agree. Mr. bcbnnth Das has stated that again at daigon Airfield 
Netaji proposed that he would leave the treasure behind. Mr. 
Hebnath i>ns and Major Hasan did not agree to this;, ana r»o 
Netaji carried the valuables with him. 


4. Indian and Japanese witnesses have nil deposed clearly 

about the treasure in Cnigon. ±he plane w as held up for about 
half an hour, as the car carrying tne boxes of valuables was 
delayed. All wlrnereas have stated that the number of cases 
which camp out of the recent 1 car was two and they were hurriedly 
pushed into the plane, in spite of the protest of tile pilot. 
General isoda Has snid that Major Hasan ra shed up to say that 
the two boxer containing prerents to Netaji by 3 lakhs of 
Indians in F-cvGt Asic had no t arrived and so Netaji delayed 
departure by h'-if au hour till the boxes came, d ener al Isoda 
did not know vh- t the boxes contained, but from what Major 
Hasp/* sato he presumed that they contained gold and jewellery. 
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rihile mo^t witnesses ?ay that the boy.es were leather suit-cases 
about 30 rt long, Captain Gulznrn BingH nnd Col. Britain Singh 
hevc said that they were wooden boxes of a smaller size. 
According to Mr, Her;.! '-hi, he was told by some Hikari Kikan 
officers that netnji's baggage included 150 kilos of gold 
bullion, he goes on to my that eon© of this treasure accom- 
panied Petaji while the rest of it was left with the party at 
Saigon to meet various cocr euros. Be that as it nay, it may be 
taken n.r? conclusive, that from Saigon Netaji carried with him 
two large leather suit-cases about 30" long containing gold and 
valuables, while, rs stated before, it may be discounted that 
the value was any idlin’ like l<upecs one crore, there is no 
evidence on record which gives the details of the contents of 
the suit- cases, or any indication of their value. 


5. The plane crashed at Xalhoku on the 18th of August, 

col. Ha hi bur Lehman has stated that he enquired next day as to 
what happened to the baggage* particularly the two leather suit 
cases which contained gold snu jewellery. II© v’s.3 told that the 
plane y-sp completely burnt, and with it the luggage, but some 
charred jewellery had been srdvnged, and kept in safe cud tody 
nt che Military headquarters. 1 


L» <*» « ~ * - * " J ^ V ^ W — — * — ' 

Sakai, vh rn Re cam© to the scene two hours after the 
fonjui C gpt alii Nakamura and his men collecting 


Major 

accident, ha * — y- - -- „ 

articles lying onth e* ground. As their number was insufficient 
ho lent 30 of his men. Captain Nakamura, on the other hand, 
says that on being asked by Lt, Col. Nanogakl, ho asked his mer 
to collect the valuables. H© came and found Major Sakai's men 
under one Lt, fnmashidn doing the collection, both officers, 
however, agree that charred and blackened Jovreiiery such as 
necklace? , rings, medals, etc,, were collected. These were put 
in an 18-1.1 tre gasolene C‘in, tne top of which was sealed by 
means of strips of paper on which tne officers placed their owr 
seals. About the subsequent disposal there is a slight discre- 
pancy. According to k-jor B^kai, ths can of valuables was kept 
only one night under guard, and delivered the next day to Lt. 
Col. Bhlbuyn at the Headier ter s. On the other hand, Captain 
Nnkerrar© says that the can was kept for 4 or 5 days in the air- 
raid shelter under guard, nnd thereafter delivered to LI. Col. 
-Iiibuya. On the 5th of September, Col, H a blfcur Lehman was 
flown to Tokyo, '^ith him vent Lt. T, o&kai anti Lt. Hayashlda 
who had been detailed by the Army headquarters, Formosa, to 
carry with them Netaji's ashes and his valuables. Major Sakai 
and Captain. Nakamura alias In nemo to have both spoken of an 
18-1 i tre gasolene can, Lt. Col. Bhibuya, Staff Officer of the 

headquarters, also mentions the can. Lt. Col. T. Bekai and- ^ t 

™ hnynshiaa wno speak of a vooden bo>. 

— »- \J\J * L CVS 

n » fh© box of valuables vias delivered on the evening of 

the 7 th ^ cp to . b or a t th c Imp ©rial Gen er b 1 H ead qu or ter 5 , Tok yo • 
The buty Officer , Major Kino shit a, vho first received It, made 
aver charge next morning to Lt. Col. Takakura. Both say that 
trip boy wns n wooden box nailed down but not sealed. How a 
scaled gasolene can could become a nailed ^roeden box is not 
clear. According to Lt. Col, Tnkakura, on the 8th September 
morning he phoned Mr. R&ms»nurti vho came with Mr. Ayer and took 
ch r f e b'th of Netaji's ashes gnd valuables. Mr. Rai"amurti 




Ckur^v r -\A 


crV-y^A. 
>s+jy* — > 



snys that t\m or three days after his arrival In 1’okyo (that vouJ 
be o th i>r 10th - ontr— ber) , Col. Hnbibur fcehnan adked him to brlnf 
the be* of. valunMep. and Kr* U^a’aurtl accordingly went and 
brow ht it from the Imperial General Headquarter?. The boy was 
a heavy Tendon bo?, end a porter was en aged to carry it. Col, 
lljtblfnr i ehmnn ray r that r. few day:' alter his arrival in Tokyo, 
Messrs, Ayer on 1 iVin: urtl were called to the Imperial General 
dene! quart err and the boy con t;ii nine the valuables was handed ove: 
to then*. Kr. J. Kuril corroborates his brother, Mr, Ayer does 
not ray ’-'here the b-xwas received, teit indicates that in the 
Inst week of knptomber he ohnneed upon Col, Hohiran, Mr, Kamanirt 
and Mr. J. Kurt I cleaning and sortin';, out the charred j e well pry 
in the house he and Col. HatdVur Hefaman were occupying. There 
are major d’.scropenoies as to the date, and who received the boy. 
khiln Mr. Hr n-murti says that Col. Halibn 1 dehme.n satisfied hints 
that tho boy was indeed the same boy that had been packed before 
h 1 r at Tai Iv kv , Col . I a bi bar U ehm a n says til a t the seals of th e 
boy vrrfi broken; it a- p oared to have been Lai pored with, was muc’ 
lighter »7vl only half full, the contents were found to be 
o rnaja ertto of col a n J pr ' clous stones, el 1 charred , mixed snd 
fu.'.ed with metals --nd small bits from thr wreckage, They were 
roup hly - e*" nr r ted in to three lo t a , a c co r cl i ng to wi i « th or t hay 
cont'dn- d more gold or base metal. Aifcrrw.nrds they were re- pack 
Into n boy. snd nailed. file weight of the valuables was found to 
bo 11 kilograms. This was m3 ted., and a rough list was made and 
signed by Col. Hjnfcita.ir Hchman, a photostat copy of which is 
end o:- el C aneyure I), Col. ehman left the valuables in the 
chnrgr- of Mr, hp-nmurti to be handed over to any authority which 
prom in India in '■uccession to ^eteji’ s Movement, At the same 
time, Mr, Ayer left 3Q0 grams of gold and 20,000 yens in cash 
with i, i ?r urti rl th sir liar direction. liiey did this in 
order to avoid the valuable :• roper ties lrnm being confiscated 
by the Allies, 

7. I r, urti kept the valunbj es with him from 1046 to 1351, 

Mr. ’'nr 1 did not keep the money in a Bank. »hen asked, he said 
he did this so that tho Occupation authorities, who would know c 
th'* a-* e to of J ap/'pe Banks , mi .ht not confiscate the valuable? 
fie did not idler -any step? to contact rny Indian authorities 
dt.tr in* nil ’.hear yrmr v, In fret, there iy reason to believe thr 
he denied hrving thr treasure with him. He made no attempt to 
contact ev* a the fndl*n l ir*rio»i ir> Tokyo. He ; eys tliat he vnr. 
in correspondence v. r lth Mr. Ayca and the latter had advised him 
not vo tr]re- any action till the connected matter of Netajl's 
eyhnn was satisfactorily solved , Mr. ^yer esmo to Japan in 1^51 
and it war only i-hon that Mr, hnn engirt 1 ack no vl edged that the 
treasure vlth him, and eye res sod vil Harness to hand over the 
■:rne to Indian lr =ton in Tokyo, Ho .admitted that he had partly 
financcc Hr, Ayer's trip to J nr an, op his rctorn to India, Mr. 
Ayer net the Hr l e Minister, end suggested tiiot the treasure 
rrir+'t be tr>en 'ver by the tniiia Gov'emment through the Indian 
Kissicn in ic-kyo. 1’he Prime i Inis ter agreed to this and, on 
instruction fr^n him, the trr.~ cure vas token over by the Indian 
Hisrion on the 24 Wa »ep timber 1951, The First secretary of the 
lssion, *'r. V,0. iVivedi olgnod the receipt on the copy of the 
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list nadfe over by Col. Rehmon to Hr. Rnma-nurti in 1945. 'On th e 
ramc day, Mr, Rsraemurti also handed over 300 gram© of gold and 
80,000 yens which find been left with hin by hr. Ayer. The 
valusbl op were again checked and weighed by the Indian Mission 
end the weight was found to bn a little more than rioted In Col. 
lehman 1 s original list. 

8. The valuables were brought to India and have been kept 

in the National Museum at Bash trap at i Bhavan. As mentioned, the 
Committee inspected these valuables at the Museum. Their esti- 
mated value is Rupees one lakh. The Museum was Inspected twice, 
and on the second occasion the Committee went along with Kundan 
Ciri'h, Hetaji's personal valet. As already mentioned in Chapter 
I LI, Kundsn 5 iti'h identified a number of articles ns belonging tc 
Hetr-ji. The articles found in the Museum were jewellery, and 
trinkets of tho kind, which Giflercnt witnesses have testified a? 
gifts to drtaji from the Indian public in South-East Asia and 
which he carried with him on his last journey. It is evident 
that tiie charred and damaged pieces of gold and jewellery, etc., 
which are in the Motional Museum, formed prrt of Wetaji* s- baggage 
in his last journey, which was salvaged from T&ihotai Airfield 
and Inter recovered fr.m Mr. Uurti. It is also sec that what 
vsis hnnilod over by *h. > urti in 1951 tallied with the list signed 
by Col. Hnbibur B oilman in IMG. but it Is not clear how much was 
carried by Netaji, and how much of it was recovered. Two suit- 
cases in '-hich *etaji took the valuables were not weighed. We 
have only the evidence ol witnesses that they were fairly heavy, 
Only one witness, It, Col. Honog nki , has mentioned the weight as 
20 kilos C',ch. nly 13 kilograms of burnt-down jewellery mixed 
with base metal and ashes had been recovered. C*uite clearly, the 
quantity that has been recovered i; much less than whst Wotaji 
carried with hin. There are r. lar^c raimbrr of gaps and discre- 
pancies in the ch in. it is not clear whether the plane was 
cordoned off immediately aft r the crash, and the collection of 
valuables begun under proper supervision. After it was collected 
there is discrepancy ts to whether it was left for some days in 
an air-raid shelter, or taken not morning to tiie Japanese 
Military Headquarters at laihoku, There is doubt as to the 
container, Gone say it was a gasolene can, while others say 
that it ve.E i a wooden boy. If the gasolene can vas originally 
filler! and nr plod, there In no evidence to show who opened it, an 
why ,=nd rut the contents again in a wooden box. The wooden box 
that vas bended over in Tokyo to Hr. Kanamurti was not sealed, bu 
only nniled. ’-‘-h areas Major Taknkura says that he handed over the 
boy to Hr. i'urti and Mr. ^yor along with the ashes, Mr. Hurt! say 
th’t only ho was asked fcj come and take the box of valuables a 
few days after taking delivery of the ashes. Col. Rehman says 
theit Messrs. Ayer and Murti went and brought the box from th© 

Imr oriel G-ngr-i Bead quarters. According to Mr. Ayer, h© wss 
not called, tut cam© ns If by accident, while Mr. Murtl, his 
brother, and 0 o l. Rehman were cleaning and sorting out oroken 
pieces of jcvollery. A’o recfipt wns taken or given by the Genera 
Headquarters, While hr. Murtl says that Col. Behmon w G s sstisfic 
that the box was in the s.-anc order as he had packed it in Taihoku 
Col. Heh '.rn says that the box ar reared to him to have been 
tampered with, much lighter in weight, and less than half full. 
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i-o it in far clear ?r> to vh^t vas collected from Taihoku 

Airfield, whether pud when rhe container vas changed, whether 
there any subtraction, ana ir?ho took delivery of It in 
’Ioky-> hi id when, r‘roro the ovidcn.cc available to ur, it is rot 
po-'ihle tn cewrie to any o ©finite conclusion about the treasure. 
If i t i i t *f j n si v.ornd deni r pdf o to o no re closely into the 
matter, it may be necessary to institute n eepHratc enquiry, 
vnr.srt scope n 3 tit well include not only the tree sure that vas 
carried by Keteji in his I ret journey end its recovery, but 
el so e: awi nation oi tne entire assets and libilities, In cash 
end kiu.l, of Use irovisional Government of' AZad Hind, It is, 
however, i \o t c'cufcf \ i~>, ho v. i nr such «* n eruju. 1 r y \xt 1 1 d b e 
moil tid’le ni’t r this lapse of time, especially when such 
r fecord a , as tb ny vre r c , hv t hr.ve been i = r r - e 1 y d e g tr e v cd . 


Tokyo 16/13/45 


To • 

Sri i\am tiurti, 

I am leaving with you three hundred (300/*) grammes 
of gold and yen twenty thousand. At a proper time and place, 
kindly hand over to the competent national autliorlty which 
vill undoubtedly one day cone into existence to handle affairs 
arising as a sequel to the movement for India's Independence 
led by Hetaji Subhash Chandra Boce in East Asia, The gold is 
in fact &3 I brought it from Saigon, The cash is balance 
after changing piastre into yen and meeting my expenses during 
my stay in Japan since August 22, 3945. The total in piastre 
and the exchange rate are shown in the bank slips. 


Sd/- a, Ayer 

15 / 13/45 


To 



Kri Kara hurtl, 

chr irraan, 1IL, Territorial Committee, 
'I a p a n* 


J ?.i Hind. 

X nm 1 ■saving with you the following quantity of gold 
v.fi j, cli v as sal v a • ed at To 1 wan Formosa of t or the fate ful al r 
accident as a result of viiich Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose 


expired «t 9.00 f. f*. on 30,8*46 in the hospital, 

1, Comparatively pure gold Kg. gms. 

in two wooden boxes and 7 000 

a paper wrapper 

{ ^ eight includes weight 
of gold and woo don boxes) 


0, One packet - Gold 
"i red vlth worthless 
metal, iron etc. 


Kg. gms. 

3 - 100 

(height includes weight 
of gold, metal, iron etc, 
and paper wrapper) 


7. Gince this gold is mixed with othnr metals, etc, 

weight cannot be nn Fanned at present. However, at a later 
date thn nr ranger ent for getting tlie purification of gold 
may pi be made. 


Tt is requested that this gold may please be handed 
evor to a competent Indian authority who may be dealing with 
the af fail's of the Indian Independence movement led by tfetaji 
dubhanh Chandra Bo re in Knat Asia., 


dai Hind, 


GG/- Hnbibur Kelp’ an. 
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/ 

Weight indicated 
by Indian. Mission 
In Tokyo. 

(£4rrft-r29&H 


Weight found 
on inspection 
on 9.10-1978 

Package 1 

400 grams 


389.6 grams 

Package 2 

2 kgs. 560 grams 


3.054 gx kgs. 

Package 3 

325 grams 


313 grams 

Package 4 

325 grams 


313 grams 

Package 6 

700 grams 


528 grams 

Package 0 

1 kg. 700 grams 


1656.5 grams 

Package 7 

825 grams 


812 grams 

Package B 

425 gram* 


425,6 grams 

Package 3 

320 grams 


307.5 grams 

Package 10 

425 grams 


410.7 grams 

Package 11 

106 grams 


lol grams 

Package 12 

200 grams 


305.0 grams 

Package 13 

50 grams 


46 grams 

Packugo 14 

5o grams 


50.6 grams 

Package 15 

300 grams 


300.5 grams 

Package 16 

3.500 kgs. 


3493.2 grams 

Package 17 

1* Goo kgs. 


9665 grams 
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NISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 


K . P. Ba laFr Ishnan_/ ' 
Director (Establishment) 


New Delhi- II 



No.S5/4/lGO/Vol.III 


21at November 1979 


Subject: Advance Notice for Rajya Sabha Starred 


Question D. No .40p regarding Netaji and 
INA Treasure 


-* oOo* 


Dear Shri Sreeraman 


As desired by you, X am enclosing a note 


giving further Information relating to the handing 
over of the ''Treasure" to our Mission In ToRyo, Its 
despatch to Delhi, safe custody in the Ministry of 
External Affairs and handing over to the National 
Museum. The Information Is based on our files on 
the subject. 



(K.P. BalaRrishnan) * 


Shri N.3. Sreeraman, 
Private Secretary to the 
Prime Minister, 

P.M . f s Office, 
rjEw de m i , 

Enc: As above 



A 



SECRET 



Ministry of External Affairs 

*• * 


Shrl 3. A. Ayer, Director of Publicity, Government 
of Bombay, visited Japan in May 1951 and met Shri K.K, Chett 
Head of the Indian Liaison Mission, Tokyo. Shri Ayer 
was staying with Shri Ramamurtl* Both of them were 
connected with Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. Shri Ayer 
proposed that the gold and jewellery which had been 
collected from the plane in which Netaji met his 
death should be sent to the Government of India for 
disposal. On Prime Minister's instructions, Shri Chettur 
was asked in September 1951 to take possession of the 
gold and jewellery which was in Shri Ramamurti' s 
possession and keep it in the Mission until further 
instructions* Accordingly, the articles were taken 
possession of on 24th September 1951; the receipt 
was signed by Shri V.C. Trivedi, the then First Secretary 
of the Mission. Before taking over, the valuables were 
weighed and a list of contents prepare*. A copy of the 
list is enclosed. 

2. In October 1952 it was enquired of our 

Ambassador whether the above articles could be brought 
over to India; since our Treaty of Peace with Japan 
had come into force, this should be /comparatively /a 

easy matter. Mission proposed to send these with 
Shri Damle, Joint Secretary, AgrioiLture Ministry 

who was returning to India on 7.11.52. As his flight 
was delayed, Shri Damle reached Delhi only on the 
night of 11.11.52, by a PAN AM Airways flight* The 
box containing the valuables was taken over for safe 
custody by the then Joint Secretary (Administration) 
in the Ministry of External Affairs Shri Harlshwar Dayal 
on 12.11.1952* A note on file indicates that the box 
"has been sealed and kept in double locked safe of the 
Treasurer of the Ministry of External Affairs"* 

3 , In a minute recorded on 2.12.53, the 
Prime Minister instructed that the valuables should 
be kept carefully and that "all relics of Shri Subhas 
Chandra Bose should be carefully preserved in proper 
cases". The Ministry of Education then proposed on 
7.12.1953 that the "treasure", locked in a box and 
sealed, should be deposited in the National Museum* 

On 30.12.53, the box containing the "treasure" as 
per list on the file was opened and the contents 
checked and thereafter re -locked and re-sealed with 
the N.G.O. seal of the Ministry of External Affairs, 
and handed over along with the key to Mr. J.E. Boy, 
Superintendent, National Museum, in the presence or 
Mr. A.C. Banerji of the National Museum. This note 
has been signed by Shri Devi Diyal, then Deputy 
Secretary in the Ministry of External Affairs, as well 
as by Shri J.K. Roy and Shri A.C. Banerji. The sum 

of Y. *0,000/- (Rupees 265-10) was handed over to the 


• • .2 




* 
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All India Congress Committe«| Msw Delhi, on 16.a2.1954 
vide their receipt No. 901, for transfer to I.N.A. 
Relief Fund. 




LlBT OF ITEMS TAKEN FROM MR. HAM MURTY BY THE EMBASSY OF 
INDIA, TOKYO ON 24.9.1951 AND HANDED OVER TO THE 
NATIONAL MUSEUM, NEW DEIHI on 30.12.1953 

-:oOo* - 



BUNDIXE 1 , » .. . 

■ ' ■ i 

, i . * - ,/r " i 

. p acKflg< J. 

Charred rings and pendants 

Package, 2 

Charred and broken bangles, pins, buckles etc. 

Package 3 

Charred and broken bangles, pendants, snuff box 
medals, coins and rings 

P&gka &e . 4 - 

Charred necklance pieces, medals and rings 
Package 5 

Charred ear-rings, nose -rings, mostly with stones 700 grams 
Package 6 


vi 1 - , * V ' 

I , j /. ' 1 


(% M • J % 

400 grams 

2 kgs. 560 grams 

325 grams 
325 grams 


Charred and broken bangles and anklets 1 kg. 700 grams 

Package 7 

Charred and broken rings, noserings and pendants 825 grams 
Package .8 

Charred rings and nose -rings 425 grams 


Package 9 

Charred necklace, bangles, broaches & nose rings 320 grams o' j. l ) * 
Package 10 


Charred ear-rings with stones and rings 

Package 

425 

grams 

Charred rings 

Package 12 

105 

grams 

Charred rings and chain 

Package 1^ 

200 

grams 

Charred rings and buttons 

14 

50 

grams 

Charred ear pendants 

go 

8 . .410 

grams 


BUNDLE II 

Charred gold mixed with molten metal, iron etc. 3.500 

BUNDLE III 

Metal, mostly base and dust 1.600 

m. v w . 3 m 

(1) 9 pieces of gold t 300 grams 
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, ; | 7*1/ ' * | OOVHRNMENT OF INDIA / (# 

J * Ii*V * 1 1 Vi A #y J ' fU l -r f —-J tt »j raj J< ' T 

r i / * ,* \ f ipj ^TRni 

i i t I j L jh'j V il #i uJ \ / / t ' * 

( MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 


h , , r^.^i-uoooi , 

il'-. v- l li >r> r n, 11)73 

V i’ y.i j ; ■■ i* > i- in , 

i-J i n'l” t*f r- >; to l*.jvvt J ihhM it rr--'* ^urs' ti on T*v. 
ji'. 1 , ■ i.'° r : i f.'ij ~ 1 1 1 j j py-i; o r IjIA 'Ji’P/iSiirr v'dch tile Ministry 

c f.‘ hr; t^rn : .1 l T^n r. q ij sal/’ i.,o Imw transfer red to the 
P.n' s Q f ft . 

3. The i . J. nis try o f list ‘'ran 1 if-.j rs hiif* requested ns 
In? ■’■ ■ . ■!,■ in. I.hrr 1:1 1 r nil h j«. o t O r li‘j.1 Treasure vr ?\5 at 
”• s’. • •;•* v.-!i :• lx- tt no tion cf the iihosin Uomitd ssion 

5 ii * ' ’• f i rt (g) o T the ^'<r. stiou. A perusal of tie 
;v in 1.1-5 ; j sjj -:try shews that whatever focuments 

wr i-f- juj v^' l'v tu > ii.dssioa vr^re fnrnA she 4 by tlir 
i / • r* - } r : " . uc i'll' ej i.ijf r -'i k <: tly or through this 
ni ni try " rT Ih ••;'•■ rr. b.v’ , after the winding up of the 
Je 1 -jk. , i.ee;i i J n_i j. j i ■ ' in the respective kinis tries 
■huO'O'., J is iy I , Lb r:-fore, possible to indicate how 
Jii.ii.' 1 : " M- ■ r-’s pertaining to IK A treasures vorr made 

av a j la alt to t ■ jot.iiiij.S35 cu. 1 1 is however observed tint 
I i - * list r y o f ■ * ■ rial Af r i i rs ' s file il o . 25/4 /i i GO- 51 
r ’ii t' si-hjT'jt w " sped £3 cally askc* 3 for by the 
jo. i srJ -’n I -.1 larch, 71. Jhri or it was actually furnished 
to tho v' -ii.ss'i •;» or t* t t y Vive to W '’heckefl up i'd th 
*’e f- I 1 'h i.-o rrospcur-'aco in the Ministry o*f 

■j.t-'iTial -i f‘-ii o file Ho. J/551/5/70- JP iinh 6/551/4/77-1?. 
hi i.lavly file Mo. XA ■l)/. r 5-57-K. on tin subject of 
"Ii 7 ..s’JVf J' h-v-’ fiU’nishe*' by the r.ii. Jectt. to the 

jJo-.iii. ssion. j I « r. rc turn l*y the Gomni ssion an? 
acl it '-.’ l-- ■ ’ f ' in y-ar 2/64/7i-Pia datert 27.7.74, 

: . In view - r tb.e atovc Mi/i since a iicntion has been 

t’ “■ ’ rt . ,J °. ' , " J - ‘'•uhjr-.jt in p-ara 3.51 of Its i-ieport by the 
7' V] 5 -cslr.ij i t p^ars ihal. hhc records pertaining to the 
I- ' f ve ou.n e or P made av alia hie to the Joau ii 3 s ion . 




a ’o .v r p r dud uaswer that May hr given to the 
’... ik! v : ■■ iurnirh&>' o u clrf' for ou 11 record. 

lO-'L'H ^iuC'-V elv , 

J&i*- 
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N.S, Sreeraman 
Private Secretary to 
the Prime Minister 



N 0 . 2 C 64 ) /78-PM 



Dear Nh ri Bandy o padh yay, 4 ' 

Please refer to your D.G. Wo. 21/52/73-1 , 
regarding the Rajya Sabbe Question answerd as 
unstarred Wo. 632 on the subject of INA treasure. 

As desired by yon, a copy of the answer 
given to the Question on 30-13-78 is enclosed 
for your record. 


fours sincerely, 



(It* Si. Sreeraman) 



Shri b, Bandyopedhyay, 
Deputy Bee ret ary, 

Ministry of dome Affairs, 
New Delhi. 





MCJJT IhHKUlAT iS 


M 'J-O.U-M E T NAMnlii MOTION 


/ 


Min ls try of iiducation 3c. Social Welfare 
Pari Lament Uni t 

* • * 


Oubj^ct: Lor. Jabha No-Day-iet Warned Motion (No. 246) 
regardigg treasure of Azad Hind Government 
of Netaji Cubhash Chandra Bose. 


It is understood that Prim* Minster’s Office 
has answered two Questions In the l J ari lament on the 
above mentioned subject. Therefore, the LoX Jabha 
No -Day-let named Motion Ho. 246 regarding treasure of 
Azad Hind Government of Net^jl oubhash Chandra Bose 
may Kindly be dealt with by them, .department of 
i ar.L lament, ary Affairs U. J.No.F. 15( l)/78-Leg. d^ted 
6th December , 1978, is sent herewith for necessary 
action. 


fa* ^ 

-\U aJrr^'*' ; 


2* It is requested that Department of Parliamentary 
Affairs may Kindly be Informed of the acceptance of 
the above motion under intimation to this Ministry. 




oia. - — - 

( L . U . Hamchandani ) 

Deputy Secretary 

Prime Min ister's Office idhrl N.^. ^reeM^e^n, _P ._J, to P.N 
M of liducat on u ^ V* U. U.IJo.U. 11017/ 1/78-PU , dt.7.12.78 
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B-E-BD XAT5 

DS PART MEIJT OF PARL IAHSNTAR Y A F F \ IRS 


cts- Lok Sabha No- Da y- Ye t- Mamed Motion (No. 246 ) regarding 

treasure of Azad Hind^, Government; of Neta j i Sdbhas 
Chandra Bose. r 


The following motion given notice of -by S'.r-i Prof. Samar Guha. 

has been admitted by Speaker under Rule 183 of 
the Rules of Procedure and ’Conduct of- Business- ir. -lok Gabha 


"That this House do consider the facts and matters relating 
to the missing treasure of the Azad Hindi Government of 
Metaji Subhas Chandra Bose." 


. The Min is try /Be par Lijient of ^Education apd Social Welfare 
may kindly see and advise if they have any objection to this motion 
being set down for discussion in the cu r re nt/e n/aj j. tag session of 
the Lok Sabha, In case the discussion is not acceptable to the 
Ministry /Department, they may kiigdly convey the .reasons therefor 
within one week of the receipt of this note failing which it will be 
presumed that the Ministry/tepactment have no objection. Time will 
be provided for the discussion on o>ne.. of the question days of the 
Ministry subject to exigencies of other Government Business. 

This may kindly be treated as IMMEDIATE 


: '/ 



( P.-V. Fa.su 
Under Secretary 


*The Ministry/ Departme nt of Education and Social Welfare and Culture 


DPA U.O.No. ?.1S( ^ )/78-Leg. , dated the 6.12.1978 
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5tfqt5 WT$ fSHTO 


fzr< w:- 


^ rftfej if nH HlfT ft^ qmT 5 TrqT 5 • ' fc J 


s^TTT TTf^T Fm 

f^'^Rf?if 7 H 5?r *rt? ^ 5 f^qr aftc qrn5 t^t^h /sfeft 

^ f=m 189 ^ 3&fr=l 3t*J5T ST7TT TatdTI i 35" f^T m T 


f * * * ^Tt’W/f^Hrn ^H'MT ep^r afrr nf^cf 

3rt f? fH.' yi^^n 3 ft nY^ hht ^ /an JiTjft ,^ if 

^ f?~ if ttf 'a;rqprd' V 1 jiffr ^r^/r^wm tt ?mf 

. wtirS nfT %_^rt .i^rrofr 5ft ^ht ^7 5m ^rrf^ % *& 

h ^ftcTT if3Tt...5ft.Jfrr 3f fbTH^ ai^rT^- if zre n"R f?EJT 3TPPT 
. f qj T^T^/fcTHm qrt 3ft€ amtf??T ^rf % I % fcTC h^h 3 ft 


■^m^r ap^. Hrqrrrt 3n4 3ft arrasiwr ^ atfta T^tr 
^ JP7 % f*TO f=F57T f^Fft fq=T 5ft yTRjft 1 
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prims mini 


s QFFICB 


Subject:- Lok Safcha Np-D ay- Yet- Named NotionCNo .246) 


jjvxv u-iMua nv-wajf- r •G'tU/ 

regarding teasure of Azad Hind Government 


of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 


a + ^ ^ T *'}• jr 

The Ministry of Education & Social Welfare have 

forwarded to us the Department of P*j*i .Affairs u.o.No‘.F.16CL)/:‘ 

J . ; ■’ 1 -V 

78-Leg. dated the 6.12.78 on the above subject and have 


requested us to deal with it. 


in this connection, the attention of the Deptt 

PlVvl\l*''Vv\AvL-'«*\ • '®' '* 


of Baja-; Affairs is invited to the detailed answer given by 1 

■■■■ .» •; 

“ •** ' ' • ' “fL m 

the Prime Minister in the Lok Sabha to Starred Question No.60 ;■ i 

•>$*?**£ I 

,,U< „U _ — ~ f-1 nlwmr.4- nil ~ 4- „ ^ f< -I 


on the 22nd November 1978 which covers almost all aspects of 

fO ’ > ! 

the issue. This subject has also been touched up r in the ti? T + • 

«iS' ■ . . i r-V 

Reports of the Netaji Enquiry Committee under the Chairmanship 
of Shri Bhah Nawaz Khan and the Justice Khosla Commission of 

Bnauiry. Government have no other informationapn thi,s subject. 

. W: ■ . 

It is.' therefore, considered that no useful purpose * v 

ssed through a 


would be served by having the issue discussed through a 


motion, and we would suggest that the motion be not set down r 
for discussion in the Lok Sabha. ;/ 


u^* : 
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I * rn - 

— 7>T — •; 

n» r tt. of Pari. Affai rstSh ri P .V .Pasupathy To. .J 

T.Vs Office u.o. dated: V2-'7^ ■ 
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(Shri i.Tf.nanchandani, ny. Secy) wit h refe??nce Vh^ 
u.o. Mo , h . 1 iO i7/i /78-pu dat e d 7- 1 2-78 referenCe to the ^ 

( T / /| 

O * M t e rrnar,«^\ 


m (M.S.Sreeraman) 
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December 13,1978 

C. W ' " 




ygyog «». 


Dear Shri Subramaniam Swamy, 

■ ■ . ' . • . 

In August you had written to the * 


Prime Minister about the treasure reported to 

“ * “ ~~ * ■ “ l3,£1?wIHR 


have been salvaged from the aircraft In which 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose is alleged to have 
met hls death* We have consulted Shrl Damle 
and Mils reply is as follows*- 

In November 1952 he returned to India 
from Tokyo where he had gone on an official , •„ 
business* Dr* Abdul Raor was our Ambassador In 


Tokyo and at the airport he gave a steel at x. acne 


case which was sealed and told Mr* Damle to deliver 
It to Pandit Ji* On arrival at the airport at Palam . 
he was met by Shri R*K» Nehru but ’Shri Damle told' 
hint that the parcel would be delivered to Pandltii 
as desired by the Ambassador* Shri Damle accordingly 
took the parcel to the then Prime Minister where It 
was opened by him in hls presence. The contents 
were charred jewellery which was covered with 
soot* After having delivered It, Shri Damle took 
leave and left* .■ - - 


■> 


As you are probably aware, the Frlme 
Minister had the box which was deposited In the 
Notional Museum opened and its contents verified* 




The box has been re-sealed and Is in the custody 

4 -Ua 


of the National Museum* 

With kind regards, 




Yours sincerely, 




h 




(V. Shankar) 


^ 

* # ^vV; 

v* 


Dr. Subramaniam Swamy, M.P*, 
22, Rajendra Prasad Road. 
NEW DELHI -110001* 
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MINISTRY OP 



AL AFFAIRS 


■ ■■ . ^ * ■ . '*■ '< 

•■ - / -’v 

■ ■ * :fc. . • 

■ 

A ^ 

s. « 


Subject:- IN A TREASURE* 


'■•;■■■ 


As desired by the Principal Secretary to the 
Prime Minister, a copy of the detailed note cm the 
" INA Treasure * prepared in this Ministry is sent 
herewith. 

i- n 



_Frlae .jjini ntar's Sec retariat 
meauToTno. 25/VNGO-VOL .HI 


( K.P.BalaKrishnan. ) 
Director (Estblishment) 

( S»Wa \) ) 

Dt.21.12.1978 






(M • 










There is e large degree of uncertainty regarding the 
e-'rly history of the "INA Treasure" from the time Netaji 

Subhash Chandra Bose left Rangoon in April 19^5» carrying C\j 

’ ( 

number of valuables vdth, him to the time that certain valuables 

were handed over to the Indian Liaison Mission in Tokyo on 
phth September, 195 1 by Shri Ram Mur thy, one of Netaji's > 

f 

former associates. Netrji hr-d received sizeable donations 

i s i ' 

from Indian residents in South East Asia, in the form of cash 
and valu; hies for financing the IMA* On the occasion of his 
birthday in January 19 } *-5 he - as veighed against gold. How much 

v 

of the liquid assets were carried by Eetaji during his retreat 
from .Rangoon onwards cannot be ascertained precisely, as i-as t 

noted by the Netajl Enquiry Committee in 1956. Witnesses 

r 

examined by the Committee gave widely differing versions of the 
contents and the value of the treasure carried by Metaji. 

Apart from differing versions with regard to the number of bexes 
accompanying him, there the testimony of one witness to 

the effect that Metaji had taken 140 lbs. of gdd vdth him and 
that of another who estimated the valuables carried at Rs.1 crore 
One ’ i t ne :• ■ ’-hose te s t im ony re ce i ve d s ome i nde pe nde nt c or r ob or a- 
tion by a Japanese witness was Netoji's personal valet who was 

apparently present at the time when the boxes containing the 

c 

valuables tore checked before Netaji's departure from Bangkok 
in August 199-5* According to this witness there were four steel 
ca es 1 hich contained articles of jewellery commonly yorn by 
Indian 1 omen, Pounds and Guineas and some gold wires. In 
addition to these, four boxes, there was also a small leather 

?/- 


attache c -se containing Meta ji'a^ar tides he had brought from 
Singapore . The Netaji inquiry Committee found that during his 

last visit to Singapore and Bangkok, Netaji had disbursed large 

.y' ' 

amounts. The Committee was unable to get any accurate picture 

» ' i 

of "hat Netaji carried with him at the time of his departure 

from Bangkok but contended that some valuables such as ornaments 

T ere certainly c rried by him. The Committee also found it 

difficult to reconstruct the events as relevant documents had 

in 

been destroyed to void falling/to the Allied hands. Some 
"ltncssvjhrd testified that Netaji vas not keen on taking the 
tre-sure ’ ith him and had wanted to leave/in Bangkok or Saigon 
but since nvc 1 ^' as villing to take charge of it, he carried the 
valuables "ith him. 

?. A number of "intneeses had testified to seeing the boxe 

containing the treasure at the Saigon Airfield just before 
Netaji 1 s out-- ard flight in the afternoon of 17th August 19^5. 
While, here, again there' are videly differing versions, the 
Committee has taken as conclusive the fact that Netaji carried 

from Saigon with him "t"0 large leather suit-cases about 30 " 

, # 

long containing gold and valuables. " While the committee could 
not get any estimates of the value of the contents of the suit- 
cases, the feeling - as that it could not b£- anyvhere near the 
Ks.1 crore mentioned by one "itness . 

3 . After the plane crash at Taihoku on the 18 th August, 

Col.H-abibur Rahman had enquired tht next day. from Japanese 
officers as to 1 hat had happened to the baggage, particularly 
the two leather suit-cases containing valuables. He va.s told 
that, while much of the baggage had been burnt, some charred 
ellery had been salvaged from the ground and kept in safe 
custody at the Military Headquarters. The Committee found that 
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there tys some discrepancy in the accounts given by the Japanese 

* Y\ ’* - 

officers 'ho took pert in this oper- tion; vhilo one of them state 

. % ‘ V * t 

that the valuables, which ^ere sealed in a gasoline can, had been 
kept under guard for only one night in the airfield before 
delivery to Military Headquarters, another wintess stated that 
it had been kept for four or five days in the air-raid shelter 
under guard before delivery to Headquarters . It is, however, 
certain that the valuables were delivered .to the Imperial 
General Headquarters, Tokyo, on 7th September, l!£he Officers 
vho took dv-Tge of these as veil as Col.Habibur Rahman mentioned 
that the valuables ^ere in a nailed wooden box which was not 

it ' ' 

sealed; this is a departure from the earlier accounts vhich 
mentioned a sealed gaseoline can. It would appear that on 9th 
or 10th September the box containing valuables v as taken charge 
of by Shri Ram Murthy from the Imperial General Headquarters; 

Shri Ayer ’ ar possibly present. The Committee $ound some 
discrepancy in the statements of Dol.Habibur Rahman, Shri Ram 

Murthy and Shri Ayer in regard to the circumstances surrounding 

* 

the handing over the box at the Headquarters; in particular the 
discrepancies related to the date of delivery and who took charge 
of the box. According to Col.Habibur Rahman, the seals of the 
box containing the valuables were found to be broken at the time 
of delivery; further it appeared to have been tampered with a nd 
was much lighter and only half full. The contents were found 
to be ornaments of fold and jewellery, all charred, mixed and 

fused with metals and small nits from the wreckage. They \&re ' 

* . ■ - ■ 

separated into three lots according to whether they contained 

more gold or base metal. Afterwards , they were re -packed in a 
box and nailed. The weight of the valuables was found to be 

4 /- 



11 kgs. This ’--as noted and a rough list was made and signed 

by Col . Ilabibur Rahman. A photocopy of the note is available. ( 

' ** 

Col.Ibhtnan left the valuables in the/authority which arose in' 
India in succession to Netaji's movements. At the same time, 
Shri Ayer left 300 pms . of gold and 20,000 Yens in cash with 

v. * 

Shri Ram Murthy with similar direction. The list prepared 

, \ 

by Col.Babibur Rahman is as follows: 

i) Comparatively pure gold in two 
’ ooden boxes and paper wrapper 
(weight includes ^-ieght of gold 

and wooden boxes 7 Kg. 900 4 gms. 

ii) Cne packet of gold mixed vit h . 1 . 
molten metal, iron etc, (weight 
includes weight of g6ld, metal 

iron etc. the paper wrapper) ... 3 Kgs. 100 gms. 


Total ... 11 Kgs. 

4-. Shri Ram 1-turthy kept the valuables and cash with him 

from 1945 to 1951 ; it ■ rs not kept in a bank as he feared that 
it might be confiscated by the Occupation authorities. He ■ 
also did not take any steps to contact any Indian authorities 

1 

during all those years. The Committee found reason to believe 
that he denied having' the treasure with him; according to 
Shri Ram Mur thy, Shri Ayer had ad\ r ised him not to take any 
action till the connected matters of Netaji* s as^s was 
satisfactorily solved. During this period there were allegati> 

1—r 

against Shri Ram Burthy in regard to misappropriation of the 
funds of the late Indian Independcence League of which he was 
the President in Japah as veil as the valuables carried by • 
Letaji; ohri Ayer’s name had also been associated with these 
charges. The matter had been referred to the Ministry of 

1 

iSxt^rnnl Affairs by the then Head of the Liaison Mission in 


* 5 £ 



^at^he time 
when the valua- 
bles, some gold 
and Yen rOOOO/- 
had been left 

vith Hhri . 

Ram Mur thy 


: ' : 

: : . ' 



Tokyo Hhri Ramn Rao in December 194-7. Subsequent Heads of 

■ - '''' -r . ' •• ■ 

Missions had also reported on suspicions regarding misappr opriai 


• ’I -f 

ion on the part of Shri Rama Mur thy ; the fact that he had di/vui 
knowledge of existence of the treasure only strengthened the 
suspicions. In 1951 , the Head of the Indian Liaison Mission 

v S". 

Shri Chettur had reported that Shri Ram Mur thy had become 
affluent overnight In 194-6, "when his compatriots were on the 
verge of st ary at ion and misery". 


5. In 1951 f Shri Ayer who was then Director of Publicity 

in the then Government of Bombay proceeded to Tokyo on what was 
claimed to be a holiday trip. In Tokyo , he stayed, with ‘Shri 
Ram Mur thy and it came to light subsequently that Shri Ram Murtl 
had also financed Shri Ayer's trip. While in Tokyo, £ahri Ayer 
met the Head of the Indian Liaison Mission Shri Chettur on 29th 
May 1951 and stated that one of the objectives of his 'Mission' 
to Tokyo i-as the recovery of the gold and jewellery which had 
been collected from the place in which Netaji met his death. 

He informed Shri Chettur that some part of Netaji 1 s colle,cti6ns 
had been f - ave d. such as fused and molten gold ornaments, which 
in his ipinion was worth about Rs.1 lakh. He dismissed local 
rumours put the value of the collection at several millions of 
rupees. He also informed Shri Chettur that Col.Habibur Rahman 
and himself had. compiled a detailed list of the items in 194-5 
and he 1 anted to check these lists before the valuables could b^ 
sent to India; he handed over to Shri Chettur photostat^ copies 
of letters Written by Col.Habibur Rahman and by himself to 
Shri Ram Murthy^in 194-5. He suggested that the valuables be se 
to Delhi by Diplomatic bag in small lots to be disposed of fcfciy;? 

/• 1 ‘ V f ' ' 

by the government of.. India in such a manner as it deemed fit. 

... .... 6 / “ 
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It would appear from subsequent records that Shri Ayer had 
inspected 'the valuables on 6th June 1951 while in Tokyo, and 
compared the list with the original list left by Col.Habibur 
Rahman. The folio- inp details have been given in hand-written 
note by by him 


i) Comparatively pure gold in 

papers bundles only( the incre ase 
in ’ eight is apparently due to 
different scales used for weighing) 

ii) Gold mixed vith molten metal etc. 


8.5 kgs. 


3*0 kgs. 


Total 11.5 kgs. 

6 . It is interesting to note that there vas no mention 
in the nev list of t’ O wooden boxes, whose wieght had also 
included in the •’eight as assessed by Col.Habibur Rahman. If 

on» takes this into account, the icrease in weight during ftecond 

r 

weighing by Ghri Ayer would be ^ven more substantial. 

•J . * 1 

7. ' Ghri Oiettur was instructed by the Government of India 

to take over the valuables should Ghri Ayer hand them over to 
the Mission. Subsequently, Instructions were sent but to the 
effect th-t the Mission’s endeavour should be to get possession 
of all the treasure on behalf of Government and to keep it in 
safe custody pending instructions bn its disposal. However, 
Shri Ayer did not hand over the treasure to the Mission during 
his visit and left Tokyo for India on 11 th June, 1951. 
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8 . On : i i s return to India, Shri Ayer met the Prime Minister 

i - 

in September, 195 1 * Subsequently, instructions from Prime 

r 

Minister, our Mission in Tokyo was asked on 23 rd September, 19^1 
to take over from Shri Ram Murthy all the INA treasure in his 
possession and keep it in the Mission until further instructions 

....... 7 /- 


t- ' 

u 


* T aM 

.'Vv 










•* '. v . 


fM‘ ’ » * 

^ ‘ , 
id 


* , lJ * 

S; 


► 

fe, 

&■- 

sS? 


The Mission -r-s also asked to intimate the nature and quantity 

\ *AJL * 

of treasure. On 24th September 1951) the First Secretary of the 
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Mission Shri V.C.Trivedi and the Registrar vent to Shri Ram Murthy^s 

r 

house and took possession of the various packages after opening 
and weighing then with the Mission's scales in the presence of 
Shri Ram Murthy^f?=p££s and his wife. It was found 'that there 
vere three cloth bundles containing valuables, a paper package 

I 

containing gold pieces and Yen 20,000 in cash. The list prepared 

by the Mission indicating the weights of various packages was sent 

to the Ministry. Subsequently, there is record of the valuables 

having been weighed twice; one in the Ministry of External Affairs 
\ ' 
soon after their arrival in India (the date is not specified but 

it is somewhere around 1.12.1952) and lastly in the Rational 

Museum on instructions of Prime Minister on 9*10.78. The following 

table has been prepared to compare the weights of individual items 

as found on the three occasions:- 





Weight indic- 

Weight found 

Weight found 




ated by Indian 

on inspection 

on inspection 

1/ - 



Mission in Tokyo 

in MEA after 

on 9 . 10;78 

(*: 

V * 

£ 



at the time of 
taking over 
(24.9.1951) 

arrival 

(1.12.1952)? 



V Y ’ 

BUNDLE I 

Package 1 

4-00 gms * 

399.90 gms. 

389.5 gms. 

1 

Package 

2 

2 Kgs. 580 gms 

2 Kgs .447,07 gms 

3.054 Kgs. 1 

. 

Package 

3 

325 gms 

315. 70 gms 

■ 318 gms. 

% 

Package 

5 

325 gms 

314.60 gms 

318 gms 

1 > 

* t . - 

Package 

5 

700 gms 

624.32 gms 

628 gms 

r 

j 

Package 

6 

1 kg. 700 gms 

1 kg. 643 . 65 gms 

1656.5 gms 


Package 

7 

8r5 gms 

797.05 gms 

812 gms 

425.6 gms 


P~ ckage 

8 

4?5 gms 

424.75 gms 


.Package 

9 

320 gms 

303.55 gms \ 

307.5 gms 


Package 

10 

42 5 gms 

416.55 gms 

419.7 gms 


Package 

11 

105 gms 

108.95 gms 

101 gms 

x- - 

Package 

12 

200 gms 

201 , 55 gms 

205.0 gms 

t 

Pateknge 

13 

50 gms 

44.22 gms 

46 gms 

Package 

IV 

50 gms 

48.05 gms 

50.5 gms- 

BUNDLE II 


>r 

3, 500 kgs. 

3.442 gms 

3.493.2 gms 
9665 grms. |f 

i 

i 

1 

tU 

1 ,600 kgs 

Not weighed 

I. •. 

17* 

d 

Aver.'_s.._lQt 




Nine pieces 
gold 

of 

300 gms 

298.75 gms 

300.05 gms 

r *, M JTT * . • *A t v.* f -t r .L* ■ 



\ 

• * ■ 

. ..8/- 
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9. At the time of taking over of the valuable's in Tokyo ■ 

ohri Chettur pointed out thrtt the weight as found by the Mission 
’as more than vhat -< as sh ot >n in Col.Habibur Rahman* s letter. 

The latter h-'d also not mentioned the thltd package contain! nig 
dust and b<-se metal; according to Shri Ram Mur thy this had been 
omitted as it ’-as practically worthless. Shri Chettur found 

two suspicious circumstances, one that the pieces of gold handed 

1 ^ 

t 

over by Shri Rnm Murthy appeared to be bright and completely 
untarnished and did not appear to have been kept in custody for 
nearly six years a^ vas claimed. Shri Ayer, who was supposed 
to h^ve left the gold pieces with Shri Ram Mur thy in 191+5 had 
asserted that the pieces ’-ere exactly in the form in vhich he 
had brought them from Saigon. Further , the PO ,000 Yen handed 
over to the Mission ’as in the notes then current and not in 

jr- # 

tho notes current in 1945. Chri (Chettur was at that time able 

to get 0 confidential report from the Japanese Foreign Ministry 

on the question of the treasure. According to this, Netaji 

had substantial quantity of gold ornaments and precious stones 

suit- 

in Saigon but w^as allowed to c^rry only two/cases on the ill 
fated flight, oven those two suit -cases, according to 
Shri Chettur, must have carried very much more than what vas 
handed over by Shri Ram Murthy to the Mission in 1 9 5^1 - There 
’-ere also uncertainties surrounding the fate of the bulk of 
ttr treasure i-hich Netaji had left in Saigon itself; that it 
i as substantial is indicated by the fact that on 26th January 
19*+?) hetaji had been weighed against goB. Against this 
background, Shri Chettur felt that it v 3S difficult to believe 
that the 300 grams of gold handed over by Shri Ram Murthy to 
the Mission represented all that Shri Ayer had brought from 
Saigon. Shri Chettur drew the conclusion that Shri Ayer, 


9 


■ 1 





r 


\ 

>- 


■r #H 


at 1 



iTb . . | 

apprehensive of the early conclusion of the Peace Treaty, had 
come to Tokyo to "divide the loot and salve his and Shri Ram.. 
Murthy' s conscience by the handing over of a small quantity 
ito the Government in the hope that by doing so, he would also 
succeed in driving a red herring across the trail". 

10. The t'etaji Enquiry Committee in 1956 has not drawn 

any specific conclusions on whether the ire- sure had been 
misappropriated, and if so, by whom. The Committee concluded 
that the chaired and damaged pieces of gold and jew^ellery r "' 
etc. which are in the National Museum formed a part of Netaji's 
bag gars in bis last journey and were salvaged from the Talhoku 
Airport and later recovered from Shri Ram Murthy. The Commute 
also found thnt ’.-hat was handed over by Shri Ram Murthy in 19?1 
tallied with the list signed by Gol.Habibur Rahman. But the 
Committee could reach no conclusion on how much of valuables 


were carried by Metnji in his last flight and how much of it 

JL. 

i as recovered, Particularly since the two suit-cases said to 
have been taken by Uetaji had not been weighed; the Committee 
’ as of the view that the quantity that has been recovered was 
much lets than all that Netaji carried with him. In view of tY 
discrepancies in statements relating to the conclusion of the 
valuables from Talhoku Airport, their subsequent custody and 
handing over tp Netaji's associates, the Committee expressed 
the opinion that "it was f*r from clear as to what was dollecte 
from laihoku Airport, whether and when the container was change 
whether ttr re was any subtraction and who took delivery of it 
in Tokyo and ’'■■hen". The Committee suggested that in case a sej 
a rate inquiry into this was considered necessary, such an 
inquiry would have to cover not only the treasure carried by 
Retail on his last journey but also examination of the entire 
asrests and liabilities, in c^sh and kind, of th e Provisional 


10 


B 


v 



" V 


Government of A -ad Hind. The Committee ■’•'as however was not sure 
vh-thnr swell on inquiry would serve any purpose after the lapse 
of time e pedially since ’hat ever records there might have been, 


had been destroyed. 

11. The one-man Inquiry Commission headed Justice Khosla 

not 

in Ho [jort d-q-ed 30 th June 19 7 ! + did/ go into any detail on the 
subject of the tre; sure. The Commission' had not specifically 
enquired into tills matter . The Commission bns noted a suggestion 
pw-dc. to it that sart oj the treasure had. been misappropriated 
b y Jh r 1 Rn in Hu r thy and his brother J . Mur t hy . Out the Comm i s s i on 
c cold not f i nd any so tisfac t cry proof of s u eh tni s apnr opi 1 i at j. on 
and felt that "no useful pur nose could be served by pursuing 
■n curst t-hicli ’ '-s not likely to yield anything definite or 
’ orU'u-'hil 

12 . In October 19 our /mb a:- : s ado r in Tokyo 1 -as asked 
1 lictlaer tho tre: sure could noW be brought over to India as our 
fec.ce Tre- by i-ath Japan had come into force. The Mission propos 
on : 7 th October 1 9 v j2 that, the valuables be sent with Chri Demle 
Joint ,'iecret’ ry in the i i i 1 ii a t r y of A; ;r i cul u t ur e , who was on a 
vi;it to Tokyo at that time and - -s returning to India on 7 th 
wovomber. the fission felt that it was not necessary to refer 
the m.-t t e r t o t \ 1 e J a p s rn iw Government who had evinced no interest 
in the mo 1 ter. jug to d lay in the flight Chri Damle, reached 
Delhi on the 10th evening, by lAHAT: flight no, 3 . At the request 
of Ministry of External Affairs , instructions were issued to the 

Cast ms srmti nation under the 'note and pass' procedureon the 

d f \. 

underst-niug that the articles would be assessed later and custc 
duty >aid by the Ministry of External Affairs. An import permit 
from, the Reserve Bank of India was also not insisted upon. 


11 /- 






4. » 





13* 'kp or ding to the roc or rip, ohri Damle on arrival 

delivered the v'lv-rbl s to bhri H.Doyal, then Joint Secretary 
t Arlministr * tion) in the Ministry of External Affairs. The sta.it- 
casr 3 var: kept in hi- cabinet. Thereafter, on an unspecified 
Onto , the v lunh.fe- -ore cbockdd and .weighed . The rceulsts of 
the t ei-hing ore in the table given earlier C it is to be noted 
Lh: t. neither the earlier list rent by our Mission in Tokyo 
indie at in; tbs - eights or- found at the time of taking over of 
v r - i,v a bl : s. fror ;>hri Ram Mur thy nor the list as prepared in the 
Ministry - ffvr arvivpl of the items here p'o signed or authenti- 
cator). The v»l T allies r-ere considered to be worth about 
Its .90 ,0C0 .-t t;i at fci. -a\ this is pre sutaatly based on a message 
from tbs I 1 -ion in Tokyo before despatch of the roods that they 
pi’ ht b=? iir'ur-'i for Its . 90 , 000 /- Prime Minister inspected the 
article f on 9.1 *1953* minuted ns follows 

"1 r>r.w this tre-suro. It made a poor show. Apa r t 
from ro-'o rold pieces, it consisted of charred 
remains of sane rather cheap jewellery chiefly some 
silver - nd gold articles, all broken up. 1 think 
that this should lie kept ns it in. Apart from 
V‘ rything else, it x n ■ a< evidence of the aircraft 
accident and :--ub~e)qufent fire". 

It-. The question of exempt in... the valuables from Customs 

duty ’ taken up ith th ri Ministry of Finance. It war. suggests 

to hb° Ministry of External Affairs that in case these wore 

cons i ••'crc •? so art I cl s of historical value * hich would be kept in 

- rub lie luce, ' -evuti-n could be given. This '-n.s confirmed 

* 

by the i » do try and exemption from customs duty 1 as accorded. 

19. As re r rds the cu: tody of the box containing valuable 

tbi * ar t»ken over by Jhri Devi Dyal , Deputy Secret ary (Adminis- 

tration) on 26th deptembefc, 1993 a n( i deposited in the 
Treasurers r- fa. On 9 th October 1993 , the box was double 



railed ith an WGO -enl and a IM* s Secretariat weal in presence 
of Deputy Decrot- ry(Adnvi ni stmt ion). It in seen from a subseq- 
uent note Umt the hose 6onteinin{ the vclval&e s had been nut 
in ids n re-led bag and deposited in the c- sh chest of the 
Mini- try. 

16. The h ini*' try of External Affairs ■ ar in touch vith 

the it’ 1 r Sarrcbmint in regard to the eventual disposal of these 
V’luables. On 1;’ ♦ *1 ,1953 the i'rirne Minister suggested that the 
Ministry of Education take charge of the treasure after inspectioi 
Follo'-ino ttii‘- , Ghri Humayun Kp.bir of the Ministry of Education 
Dliri d.h.Roy, dutierint indent. j Central Asian Antiquities Museum 
Optional Museum) add Joint decretory l Administration) , Ministry 
of fiy-tarnal Affairs, inspected, the tra -sure on 27 -11 *1953- 
Thoro after Ohri kabir recorded a note to the effect that the 
items • r" not suitable for exhibition and there fore these could 
best he Tr ink'd over to the family of Khtaji hose, if necessary, 
after a brief exhibition in Delhi. The then Minister of ' 
Education, Maul ana AbuB Kolaro A- ad suggested that these items 
be hf'ded over fco lietaji’s family* iJovrever, Prime Minister in a 
minute recorded on 2.1?*19?3 stated that the articles could not 
be sent to the Nota^i’ family an the family had shown no into re m 
in flxGti' and t*ere not prepared to admit that KetajJi had died in 
th-t r celts nk . H-i stated that ’ bile there »• ns no oue sti on of 
holdinf- an e hibition of these articles, since they ■’■ere of histo 
rical ’- r " iu e , they should be kept carefully. Following these 
iustrubtim n:- , the Ministry of ijdu nation d" aided that the treasur 
locked in abox and sealed, ’ -ould be deposited in the National 
Museum. This * nr done on 30th December, 1953* In a note 

I'hich has been signed by ohri J.K. 

13 /- 


re cord’d on the taking over, 



°lk 


Ghri A.C.BanerJi of the 


Rational Mu sound Ghri Devi Dyal, Deputy Secretory (Administration) 


Ministry of External Affairs, it is stater} that the box contain! n 
the Lit*- :mre r>- per lint on the. file van opened, contents cheeke 


and thereafter ro -locked and re-sealed vdth the NGO seal of the 
Ministry of External Affairs and handed over along with the key 
to Ghri Key. Ghri Roy has recorded on 2.1.195*+ that the treasure 



amount van taken into Government account for purposes of transfer 
to. India. This amount, equivalent to Rs.265/- and 10 annas, 
remained in the Ministry of External Affairs ponding a decision 
on its disporai. On 2.12. 5*+? Frime Minister's Secretariat 
instructed that this amount be handed over to the INA Relief 
Fund of tho A1CC. This was accordingly done on 16.12.195*+? 

\ 

against a receipt issued by the AICC. The papers relating to 
the 1N,l frersure had been made available to the Netaji Incuiry 
Commit tee in 1956 . The Report of the Committee indicates that 
the Committee inspected the valuables at the National Museum tvic 
on the second occasion along i-ith kundan Gingh, Netaji's 
personal valet, ’ho identified a number of articles ns, belonging 
to I'et^ji. It would appear after the inspection, the box v*as 
re-sealed - ith the PGO seal of the Ministry of External Affairs. 


18 


The >as opened again on 9*10.78 on Prime Minister's 


instructions!. Additional Secretary, Department of Culture, 
Director, Motional Museum, Director General; Archaelogical 
Gurvey of India, • ere present at the opening; representatives 
of the Ministry of External Affairs yere also present though 


. . , » . 1 *+ 


/ 


<Vj - 

not at Ur initial oponln) of the boy, Detailed information 
on tli'" 1 r^^ultn of examination of the articles ’oulrt be 
available - itb the Department of Culture and Prime Ministers 
Office. Ilcr ever, the weights of different packages, as now 
ascertained by ! usourn of/’ici-ls have been give in the table 
on page 7 • ibis information ’as provided by the Prime 
Pi n.i. sto i' 1 r off i c >. ' . 
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IQ. Bj^53V^£D . OJL-THE J&TH jME^R^^Za 

53£ n 3HRI,ANA KP^3AS CHAKR ABORIYi 

Will the PRIME MINISTER be pleased to state'. 

C a) whether Government’ s attention has been drawn to a news 
item which appeared in the 'Amrit Bazar Pa';rika’ of the 25th 
October, 197S regarding ITetaji and the I.N. A J treasure; 

( b) if so, what are the details in this regard; 

( c) whether it is a fact that there 4e*<v^four suitcases 
containing the I. N. A. treasure; 

C d) if so, who had brought the treasures and from whom and 
in how many boxes; 

Co) whether any such box or suitcase is missing; 

C f) what is the name of* the person or authority under whose 

custody these boxes remained for such a long time; and 

Cg) whether the matter was placed before the Netaji Enquiry 
Committee in 1956 and the one-man Commission headed by Justice 

G. D. iChosla; if not, what are the reasons therefor? 

ANSWER 

PRIME MINISTER tSHRI MQRARJI DESAD i 


* • , ■" 1 — « ' ■ - • 


(a) Yes, Sir. , 

■ :;i: -- - : '• - ' ' ' ? 

' * * ■ , r • 

( b) A steel suitcase said to contain the treasure that was 


: . 


; rh- >/. •; 


salvaged from the aircraft in which Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 

• * 0 2/** 






*- -± 




was reported to have met his death is in the custody of national 
Museum. The box, which is placed in a diplomatic bag sealed by 
the Ministry of External Affairs was entrusted on the 30th 
December If' 53 to the National Museum, New Delhi for safe 
custody and has remained with them since then. 

In order to verify the observations made in Chapter VI of 
the Shah Nawaz Khan Committee's report about the contents of 
the box, the Prime Minister had directed that the box be opened 
and the contents evaluated. Accordingly, the box was opened on 
the Sth October 1978 in the presence of the following officers: 

Cl) 3hri A,S, Gin, Additional Secretary, Deptt, of Culture. 


(2) Shri M. N. Deshpande, Director General, Archaeological 
Survey of India. 


T 


(3) Shri C. Siva ramanuirt i , Former Director, National Museum. 

(4) Dr, P, Banerjee, Assistant Director, National Museum. 

(5) Shri I- D. Mathur, Keeper(L&E) , National Museum. 

( S) Dr. N. It Banerjse, Director, National Museum. 

Shri IC. P. Balakrishnan, Director (Establishment) and Shri Atish 
Sinha, Under Secretary, of the Ministry of External Affairs, 
joined later and left before the contents were sealed again. 

The box was found to contain seventeen packages, the contents 
of which were medals, rings, chains, wrist watches, ear-rings, 
pendants, ear- studs, brooches, bangles, fragments of stones, 
shirt buttons, Signet rings, nose-ring stones, iron nail and other 
miscellaneous items almost all of which were in damaged and charred 
condition. The net weight of the articles,- excluding weight of^/ 




wrappers was found to be 13491,25 grammes. 


<& j 


m 

M\ 


The contents of the box were placed inside the suitcase and 

bag, and once again sealed with- the seal J of the National Museum. 

, .. 



- 3 - 


f ) ♦. i’ho tre asure was handed over to the Head of the 

Indian Liaison Mission, Tokyo in September 1951 by some Indians 
associated with Netajl, Before the treasure was taken over, 
a list of the contents was made and they were weighed, and a 
receipt was given. On instructions from the then Prime Minister 
the Head of the Indian. Liaison Mission, kept the treasure for 
some time. These articles were brought in one box to Delhi by 
an official of the Government of India and handed over to the 
then Prime Minister immediately on arrival and retained in 
Ministry of External Affairs temporarily, Tho box was entrusted 
to National Museum on 30th December, 1953 where It has remained 
since then. Government is not aware of any other box containing 
the treasure. 

( e) Boos not arise. 

( g) The terms of reference of the Netaj i Enquiry Committee 
and the Justice Ithosla Commission were to enquire into the 
circumstances concerning the disappearance/all eg ed death of 
Netaji Subha s Chandra Bose and subsequent developments 
connected therewith. Though the treasure was not specifically 
mentioned in the terms of reference, both the Committee and 
the Commission have touched on this aspect in thoir Reports. 
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JANUARY 9, 1979 


' \ 

Please refer to your letter of December 20. 

A list of packages containing the valuables 
prepared In Tokyo when the treasure was taken over 
by Lho Indian Mission was already available with 
the Mini 3 try of External Af 'airs. After the arrival 
of the treasure in India, somewhere around 1.12.1962* 
the articles were inspected and a list of packages 
was prepared. The number o’ packages recorded in 
the two lists tally. 

Tho box containing the treasure in a sealed 
bag remained in tho official custody oftho Ministry 
o f External Affairs till it wr*s delivered -to the 
National Museum on 30th December, 1953. 

Yours sincerely, 



s 


o> 

'T 




(V. Shankar) 

# 

Dr. Gubra“!snlam Swamy, 

Member of Pali ioment, 

22, Dr. Hajendra Prasad Rond, 

MiSW b X-n -110001. 
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Subject; starred Question DY* No. 3482 proposed to be asked in 
the pok sabha by shri shyam sunder Gupta for answer 
on 1-12-1978 regarding news-item regarding jewellery 
and Gold Bars deposited in Japanese Bank by Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Rose. _ 0 _ 0 . 0 _ 0 _ 0 -o-o- 


Reference i ok sabha secretariat u.o 


, JZ\ 

No .SQ. 3482/1. 1 2/78-Q 


dated 16-11-1978 on the subject cited above which the Ministry of 
Finance have passed on to this office with a request to accept 
its transfer and for furnishing factual information to Lok sabha 
Secretariat. 

2. we accept transfer of the Question which if admitted, may 
be set down for answer by the prime Minister on a day allcted to 
him . 


ti vl / 3. The Report in the ■ glitz* of 21st October does not mention 

, * * \ 
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that on 17th August, 1945 Net a ji subhas Chandra Bose left thsr«* 

t t 

suitcases filled with jewellery and gold in a Japanese Bank as 
stated in the Question, what the *plitz* Report says is that 

I } ry 

Netaji left with three suitcases in a Japanese bomber. Hj he 


information available with Government about the treasure carried 
by Netaji is that the treasure said to have been salvaged from 
the aircraft in which Netaji is reported to have met his death 
was handed over to the Head of the Indian liaison Mission In Tokyo 


September 1951 by sane Indians associated with Netaji. Before 
the treasure was taken over, a li st of the contents was prepared and 
they were weighed and a receipt was ^iven, on instructions from 




T^rthe then prime Minister, the Head of the Indian Liaison Mission kept 

CKa^_*4 Vv — 

the treasure for some time. These - articles were brought in one box tc 

3 the 

Delhi by an official of the Goverrment of India and handed over to/th€ 

prime Minister immediately on arrival and retained in the Ministry of 

External affairs temporarily, ihe/^ealed box was entrusted to the 

National Museun for safe custody on 30th December, 1953 where it has 

remained since then, in the context of observations made in chapter ^ 

of the sfcah Nawaz Khan committee Report on this subject, under 

instructions of the prime Minlster t this box was opened recently and 

Its contents were inspected and an inventory prepared. The box has 

been re sealed and kept in the National Museum. 

4. Government is not aware of any other box containing Netaji*! 
t re asure . 

5. m the light of the facts stated above, the question of 
conducting an inquiry into the matter does not arise, 

6. v/e would like to point out that most of this information ha: 
ilready been given to jok sahha in answe? to starred Question Nd*bO 

22-11-1978. \s such we feel that there is notneed for the matter 
raised in the House through yet another question. 


7 . 


There is no objection to the information being conveyed to 


* ^mber who has tabled the question, 

d Z— 

PS(S) 

Lpk Sabhe ^ ecre t ar l at (senior Examiner of questions) 


*-i Wf~ 


